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GENERAL EDITOR’S PREFACE

Scheme I of the Four Years’ publication programme
of the U. P. Central Record Office envisages the issuing of
“Selections from English records”. The present volume
containing Historical papers relating to Kumaun (1809-
1842), forms the third number iu this series, the previous
two numbers having been already published in 1955.

The materials comprised herein have been selected
from the District and Divisional records of Kumaun, as also
those of the Board of Revenue, North Western Provinces,
all of which are now in the custody of this office.

The volume under review consists of two paits. In
the first part are the documents relating tu Anglo-Nepal
relations during 1814-1816. The second part contains papers
relating to revenue administration. Records appertaining
to other aspects of administration and civil life have been
eschewed, as such materials could not be published due to
the exigencies of space.

Kumaun was administered, since its conquest by the
British in 1815, as an extra-regulation province. There were
several peculiar social and political problems of the Kuma-
unese. The East India Company’s records, together with
the vernacular records of Tehri-Garhwal, preserved in the
Central Record Office, provide ample materials for a full
account of the history and administration of Kumaun in the
nineteenth century. It is expected that this volume will
create some interest among research workers in the hitherto
little known and neglected history of Kumaun.

I must here express my gratefulness to Dr. B. A.
Saletore, Director of Archives, Government of India, New
Delhi, and to Sri B. Keshavan, Librarian National Library,
Calcutta, for the loan of some rare publications. The mem-
bers of the staff of this office have spared no pains in
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preparing the manuscript for the press. Sri K. P. Srivastava,
M.A,, Assistant Keeper of the Records has kindly gone
through the original records and Sri Aminud Din Khan,
M.A., B'T. Junior Technical Assistant of this office has
corrected the proofs.

G. N. SALETORE,
Keeper of the Records, Govt. U. P.

Central Record Office.
53, Mahatma Gandhi Marg,
ALLAHABAD-I.

31 March, 1956.



INTRODUCTION

The outbreak of the Nepal war is generally attributed
to unwarrented violation of the northern frontiers of the
British possession by the Gorkahs, and to the lack of res-
ponse on their part to the remonstrances by Sir George
Barlow and Lord Minto. It is asserted that the Gorkahs had
seized more than two hundred villages belonging to the British,
and that their aggression had a well-defined object viz , the
extention of Nepal domination to the banks of Ganges. To
avert the impending danger, Lord Minto invited the Nepal
Government to send a Crmmissioner to investigate the claim
to the two disputed districts, in association with a British
Commissioner Major Bradhaw, The investigation lasted
over a year, and in the end when the Nepal Commissioner
found it impossible to substantiate the title of his Govern-
ment to the districts, he was re-called, the Gorkahs stoutly
maintaining that they had every right to possess them.
Upon this Lord Minto sent an ultimatum intimating to the
Gorkahs that if the districts were not restored, they would
be recoverd by force. The answer to this ultimatum was
not received till after the arrival of Lord Hastings, when
it was emphatically stated that the districts belonged to
Nepal, and they would not be surrendered. The Governor
General sent another ultimatum to the Nepal Government
asking them to surrender the districts by a certain date.
The time limit having expired, a British detachment took
possession of the districts without opposition and set up
police stations for their protection.

For an objective appraisal of the facts mentioned in the
precering paragraph, it is necessary do spread to the poli-
tical canvas wide and portray the situation in Eastern Asia
as a whole, with special reference to China, and to develop-
ments which were going on in Western Europe. It has
been rightly remarked that the “Sixteenth Century was the
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century of the Portuguese, the Seventeenth century belonged
to the Dutch, but the Eighteenth and Nineteenth were the
centuries of the British. > The Industrial Revolution had
created the impetus and the ambition for overseas expansion.
With the ousting of the missionaries from China, Europe
shifted its interest in China from culture to commerce. Mer-
chants became the only bridge between the East and West.

The wars against France magnified for the British the
importance of the Chinese trade. Accordingly in 1792-3
they sent a mission under Lord George Macartney to seek
a commercial treaty with the Emperor of China. After some
effort he was able to present a note to the Government out-
lining the concessions the English wanted to obtain. These
were in the form of requests: (1) to open Chusan, Ningpo
and Tientsin to British trade; (2) to allow English mer-
chants to establish a factory at Peking on basis of equality
with Russians ; (3) to cede to the British a small island near
Chusan for residence and storehouses for unsold goods ;
(4) grant storage space and privileges of residence near Can-
ton; (5) to abolish transit duties between Macao and Canton;
and (6) to prohibit duties exacted from English merchants
over and above those fixed by the Imperial Decree. ¢The
ambassador was received with utmost politeness, treated with
utmost vigilance, and dismissed with utmost civility.”” None of
the British requests was entertained and Ambassador was war-
ned that if”’ the English should attempt to trade elsewhere
than at Canton, they will be expelled.”” At Ganton they
could trade with Chinese Wongs (‘‘shops’) or merchaats
who belonged to the Co-hong, a kind of Chinese Chamber
of Commerce, with membership only sanctioned by the
Emperor. The Co-hong was the only means of communi-
cation between foreign merchants and any Cainese authori-
ty. ‘““Thusin the early nineteenth century, British traders
found China as difficult to get out as the Chancery.” But
the failure of Lord Macartnay was not to damp the spirit of
the British traders and politicians. They were passing
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through a very critical phase in their history. Every failure
was accepted by them as a symbol for greater success and
incentive for more sustained effort. They had remitted
their attention on China, and they were in search of a path
to reach their goal.

Indeed, it was the lure of the Chinese trade which
turned the eyes «f the British in India towards the north.
And Nepal was the link béween China across the Himalayas
and the British territory in northern India. It was in 1769
that the Gorkah leader Prithvi Narayan had consolidated
this faction-ridden land into a single powerful unit b)" over-
coming chiefs of Patan, Bhilgaon and Kathmandu. On the
death of Prithvi Narayan in 1771, his son Singh Pratap
succeeded him, whereupon his younger brother Bahadur Sah
migrated to Betiah in Bihar. Singh Pratap died in 1775,
leaving behind a minor son, Ran Bahadur, to succeed him.
Eager to exercise power and wield authority, Bahadur Sah
returned from Betiah and declared himself to be Regent of
the Infant Raja. But being unable to overcome the
opposition of the Queen Mother, Bahadur was compelled to
seek safety in flight to India where he remained till 1786
when the Queen Mother died. Bahadur once more returned
to Kathmandu, took the reins of Government into his hands
and during the succeeding nine years worked hard to restore
the glory of the kingdom. He extended its dimensions
from Bhutan to Kashmir and from Tibet to the borders of
the British Provinces.

The Gorkah occupation of Nepal not only put a stop
to the one flourishing trade that had been carried on bet-
ween India and Tibet, it also marked the commencement
of border raids which excited the displeasure and apprehen-
sion of the authorities of Tibet. In 1791 Bahadur Shah
invaded Tibet with the intention of seizing the wealth to be
found in the Lamaseries and temples there. The Tibetans
were unprepared for war and were not in a position to
offer determined resistance to this sudden impact from the
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South. The Gorkahs carried everything before them ; and
captured the second town of the State, Degarchi, with its
vast lamasery of Teshu Lumbo the residence of Tashi Lama,

who ranks next to Dalai Lama. The approach of the Gorkah

army spread terror in the midst of unwarlike population,

and the Tibetans fled helter skelter on all sides. When the

report of the Gorkah raids was laid before the aged Emperor,
Chien, Ling, in the first instance was reluctant to send any
army to distant Tibet. But when it was impressed upon him
that the invasion was not only a border raid, but involved

the loss of imperial prestige, he ordered that reprisals be
made on the Gorkahs. They were chased out of Tibet, and.
the Chinese entered Nepal breaking every resistance offered
to them. They arrived within a few miles of Kathmandu,
When the Gorkahs found that they had no alternative except

losing their independence as well as their military reputa-

tion, they sued for peace. The Chinese General, Sund Fo,
granted terms which were humiliating still as favourable as
a people who had themselves invited so crushing a defeat
could expect. The Gorkahs took an oath to keep the peace
towards their Tibetan neighbours, ‘to acknowledge them-
selves to be vassals of the Chinese Emperor, to send a
quinquennial embassy to China with the stipulated tribute,
and lastly to restore all the plunder that had been carried
off from Teshu Lumbo. The net results of the campaign
were to humble the pride of the Gorkahs and to strengthen
the Chinese hold on Tibet, the people there being over-
come with the feeling that the intervention of China alone
could save them from formidable aggression.

In their distress the Gorkahs had applied for assistance
to Lord Cornwallis, who sent a mission under Colonel
Kirkpatrik. But by the time the latter arrived at Nayakot,
the Gorkahs had concluded peace with the Chinese, and
the Colonel had to return disappointed. On his return to
Peking the Chinese Commander inveighed against the
Ehg]ish for their duplicity in assisting the marauders of the
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Himalayas. Accordingly increased precautions were taken
to prevent commercial intercourse between India and Tibet,
and the Kathmandu Darbar seconded this object by adopting
a policy scarcely less exclusive than that of the Chinese.
Naturally such a policy proved to be extremely irritating

to the British who ever since the time of Warren Hastings

were trying to find a footing in Tibet by the backdoor in
China.
In 1795 Ran Bahadur removed from the Regenecy his

uncle Bahadur Sah. During the five years he was in power,
‘he committed the wildest excesses causing widespread dis-
content among his people. He married a widow from Tir-
hut, the daughter of Misra and by her was born Geetan-
judha Vikram Sah. Unable to face the growing hostility
of his subjects, Ran Bahadur abdicated in favour of his
minor son and migrated to Banaras. The administration
was now run by the Rani assisted by Kirtman Kaja, who was
killed by his rivals in the Darbar.

The arrival of Ran Bahadur in Banaras gave a hand
to Lord Wellesly to exploit the situation in the best interests
of his government and his country. He appointed Captain
Knox to open negotiations with the authorities in Kath-
mandu, with the object of (1. obtaining suitable settlement
for the deposed Raja, (2) giving effect to the treaty of
1792 which since then had been a dead letter and (3)
accounting for the apprehension and surrender of fugitive
dacoits who had for long beea giving trouble on the fron-
tiers. The Rani regent agreed to conclude a treaty. Accor-
dingly Captain Knox was accredited to the Court to com-
plete the formalities. The Regent was just on the point of
implementing the terms of the treaty, when to her conster-
nation and surprise there arrived at Kathmandu the senior
Rani who had accompanied Ran Bahadur to Banaras. She
seized the infant Raja and with him the reins of adminis-
tration. She reversed the policy of her predecessors, repud-
iated her compacts and compelled Colonel Knox to leave

Kathmandu.
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Lord Wellesly could ill-afford to put upwith this humili-
ation but he was not in a position to avenge it with sword. In
these circumstances, he repudiated the terms of the Treaty
of 1801, which in fact had hardly passed the limits of form-
ality, and in token of his resentment permitted Rau Bahadur
to return to Nepal. His arrival at Kathmandu signalised
the commencement of the reign of terror. He put to death
Damodar Kaji and his other enemies. He made new laws
and issued many orders, stopped the main roads, confiscated
the gift lands assigned to Brahmans, raised money by re-as-
sessment of lands, and from fear of small-pox ordered all the
children to be taken out of the city. He became as obnoxious
to his people as much to his relatives. and in the end he was
assassinated by his brother in 1807 He was succeeded by
Vikram Sah who appointed Bhimsen Thapa to be the
Prime Minister.

By the order of new Prime-Minister every enemy of
the Thapa family was put to sword on the charge of being
implicated in the murder of Ran Bahadur. Fifty officers
of the army were among those executed on this occasion.
Nor was the second Rani spared. She was compelled to
immolate herself on the funeral pyre of her husband. Bhin-
sen was now master of the situation, in fact he was the
virtual ruler of Nepal. He held under the palm of his hand
the infant Raja and the Regent mother whose paramour
he was, But the lull in the domestic politics of the Gorkahs
was more apparent than real.

In fact ever since the death of Singh Pratap the Court
of Kathmandu was overridden with group politics. Ran
Bahadur’s favourite was Bhimsen Thapa who had accome
pained him into his exile at Banaras. His most bitter oppo-
nent was Damodar Pande who was the moving spirit of the
conspiracy among the Bhardars who were keen to see that
Ran Bahadur surrendered the reins of administration
and implemented his profession that he had abdicated in
favour o his infant son. Bhimsen emerged triumphant
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out of the turmoil and Damodar Pande had to pay with his
life. He disappeared from the scene, but he left behind
him a trail of bitter hatred against the Thapas.

The party, opposed to that of the Thapas or Khusias
called Chautra party consisted of the relatives of the former
Raja, several Thucqars and Bhardars, most of them either
unemployed or drawing meagre pensions or holding trifling
commands. Among the leaders, mention may be made of Bum
Sah, his brothers Hasti Dhall Chautra, Rudra Bir Shah and
Dhal Bhanjan Pande. All of them had been posted to be
outside Khatmandu. Pitted against them were Amar Singh
Thapa, Bhimsen Kaje, and Amar Singh Kaje everyone of them
holding post of trust, honour and responsibility. The Thapa
party was more infuential because it was in direct charge of
the administration. The rivalry between the two parties
was being watched with malicious satisfaction by the British
authorities in India who believed that if their dissensions
could be carried to a great height the total overthrow of the
present Nepal dynasty was possible. Information about
their dissensions was conveyed to the British by Harsha Deo
Joshi (the Earl of Warwick of Kamaun and Garhwal) who
had made and unmade many a Raja. The plar of the
overthrow of the Gorkahs was drawn up by ‘im, and
his advice and suggestions were frequently invii=d by the
British.

There was yet another consideration which urged the
British to adopt an aggressive policy. This was the tempta-
tion to occupy Garhwal and Kamaun where anti-Gorkah
movements were in the offing. It was not merely the love
for territorial aggraadisement which set the scheme in
motion, but commercial prospects also weut a long way
towards its prosecuti>n. The mineral resources of Garhwal
were the talk of the day, and throigh Kumaun direct coa-
tacts could be established with Tibct.  The let:er of Moore
Croft on Kashmir trade forms an eloquent commentary
on this aspect of the military transactions. In the poli;'
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tical field the scales had now been reversed. Formerly
commerce was followed by conquest, but now in the new
set up commerce was to follow conquest. It was the era of
Napoleonic wars, and the military might was adjusting the
balance political, economic and commercial. The English
people had now come into their own. Though primarily
they remained a nation of shop-keepers, they were steadily
and vigorously marching ahead in the race of Imperialism.
And this is the correct perspective for understanding the
significance of the Nepal war.

Garhwal and Kumaun were two separate states which
were frequently at war with each other. In the middle of
the 18th century the ruler of Garhwal was Pratap Sah who
remained on the throne for about half a century. Though
he had lost Saharanpur to Najib Khan Rohilla in 1757, and
suffered defeat at the hands of Raja Debi Chand of Kumaun,
he had the satisfaction of fighting shoulder to shoulder with
Raja Kalyan Chand, the successor of his erstwhile opponent
when the latter’s territories were occupied by Hafiz Rahmat
Khan. The Rohilla chief had the better of the hill confe-
derates, and succeeded in compelling the senior partner
Pradip Sah to pay 3 lacs of rupees as indemnity of war.
Pradip Sah died in 1772 and was succeeded by his son Lalit
Sah, who taking advantage of intrigue and strife in Kumaun
occasioned by the weakness of its ruler Debi Chand, placed
his son Pradyumna Sah on the throne there in 1779. Thus
Garhwal and Kumaun became one single unit; but this
proved to be only temporary phase. On the death of Lalit
Sah, his son Jayakirti Sah succeeded him. He asked
his younger brother Pradyumna Sah of Kumaun to acknow-
ledge his suzerainty, but the latter declined to do it.

Jayakirti Sah would not swallow the insult lying down,
and he began to intrigue with Mohan Singh the usurper
and the exiled Raja of Kumaun. Incensed by such un-
warranted attempt to dominate over the affairs of his
mastér’s kingdom Harsh Deo Joshi, the prime-minister of
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Kumaun, invaded Garhwal and occupied Srinagar, Shortly
after occurred the death of Jayakirti Sah. He was succeeded
by his brother Parakram Sah, who was supplan ted by Prady-
umna Sah of Kumaun, the latter handing over the kingdom
of Kumaun to the former. Once more were the two king-
doms united.

In 1791 Ran Bahadur of Nepal launched an attack on
Garhwal, but while the protracted seige of Langurgarhi
was going on, report was received of Chinese incursion
into Nepal. Thereupon the invaders withdrew their forces.
Nevertheless the show of force was enough to frighten the
Raja of Garhwal out of his wits ; and he concluded a treaty
of peace agreeing to pay an annual tribute of Rs.  2,000/-
and to keep an agent at Kathmandu. The Raja remained
loyal to the ter.ns of the treaty for 12 years to come inspite
of the intrigues of Harsh Deo whe had interested himself in
the affairs of - Garhwal. He is said to have approached
Asfuddowlah of Oudh, who sent him to the Resident at
Banaras before whom he went to Raja Sonsar Singh of
Kangra to solicit his support, and even contacted Lord Lake:
in pursuit of his mission to liberate Garhwal. But he could
get nothing beyond show of sympathy. . Disappointed he.
returned to Hardwar, from where he opened correspondence
with Colonel Frazer. Perhaps in resentment against the
intrigues and suspecting the hand of the Raja in them, the:
Gorkahs launched an attack on Garhwal in 1803, It was
impossible for Pradyumna to face the unexpected develop--
ment. He fled for safety to the plains, his brother Pritam"
Sah was taken prisoner by the invaders who sent him to
Nepal, another brother Parakram Sah fled to Kangra ; and
his eldest son Sudarshan Sah escaped to the British. Verily -
Garhwal wore the appearance of an oppressed country, the
oppressors being the Gorkahs; its administration was in the
hands of Hastidhal Chautra and Bum Sah Chautra,

The political developments in Kumaun were no better.
The decline in its fortune dated from the accession of Raja
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Debi Chand in 1720. On the one hand the kingdom was a
cock-pit of party intrigucs on the other its internal chaos
whetted the territorial apjetite of the rulers of Oudh and
Rohilkhand. During the reign of Kalyan Chand (1730-47)
whereas the sub-mountain was theatened by Nawab Mansur
Ali Khan of Oudh, the capital Almora was subjected to
plunder by Ali Mohammad Khan Rohilia who worsted the
batch of combined forces of Kumaun and Garhwal. Kalyan
Chand was succeeded by hisson Dip Chand (1748-77) in
whose reign factious strife assumed alarming proportions.
The tradivional rivalry between the Mares and Phartiyas
was intens’llcd further. Shiva Deo Joshi being high in the
favour of the Raja, the Phartiyas were consumed with jea-
lousy., Tiecy won over to their side Jai Krishna, son of
Shiva Deo, and with his help succeeded in persuading Pra-
dip Sah of Garhwal to attack Kumaun. But the invasion
proved inconclusive and the parties came to terms. Shiva
Deo was murdured in 1746, and his place was taken up by
his son Jai Krishna, His recent misconduct could not be
condoned by Dip Chand’s Rani, who intrigued with Hafiz
Rahmat Khan to oust him from power. In sheér disgust
Jai Krishna had to leave Almora. This meant the fall of
the faction.

Among the new advisers of the Raja, mention should
be made of his illegitimate brother, Krishna Singh, who
became the prime minister of the Rani’s paramour, Parma-
nand Bist, who was appointed the Viceroy of Jodh Singh,
now appointed the Commander-in-Chief. Unfortunately the
members of the team could not pull on well together, and
very soon Mohan Singh was supplanted by Parmanand. He
fled to Hafiz Rahmat Khan and with his help succeeded in
occupying Almora, in putting the Rani and her paramour
to death, and in reducing Raja Dip Chand to the position
of puppet in his hands.

But Hafiz Rahmat Khan bhad a soft corner in his heart
for Dip Chand ; he was distressed at the plight to which the
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unfortunate prince had been reduced. He sent for Harsha
Deo and Jai Krishna, sons of Shiva Deo Joshi, and helped
them in ousting Mohan Singh who fled to Oudh. Dip
Chand appointed Harsha Deo as his prime-minister and
Commander-in-Chief, and Nand Ram as the governor of
Kashipur. For the time being peace was restored in the
unfortunate kingdom, but soon intrigue was set on foot. It
appears that Harsha Deo and Jai Krishna could not see eye
to eye with each other, and the latter became jealous of the
former. He opened correspondence with Mohan Singh and
paved the way for his return on condition that he apologised
for his past misconduct. On his way to Almora, he won
over Nand Ram of Kashipur, though Jai Krishna was
keen to remove him from his post, perhaps because he
was a favourite of the elder brother. Mohan Singh war-
ned Nand Ram of the impending danger and encourged
him to resist the plan of Jai Krishna. Neesis over-
took Jai Krishna. He was defeated and put to death by
Mohan Singh. A Similar fate befell Dip Chand and his
two sonsin 1777. Mohan Singh now proclaimed himself
Raja, assuming the title of Mohan Chand. He assigned
the Tarai to Nand Ram, who surrendered it to theNawab
of Oudh,

Mohan Chand let loose a reign of terror. His hand
fell heavily on the relations and friends of Shiva Deo Joshi
who stricken with fear migrated from Kumaun. Mohan
Singh’s atrocities attracted the attention of the rulers of
Dotee and Garhwal. They opened communications with
Harsha Deo who was in prison. At an opportune moment
they delivered an attack on Kumaun, taking Mohan Chand
by surprise and compelling him to seek safety in the flight
to the plains. But his regal career did not end here. The
victorious prince of Garhwal, Lalit Sab, placed Kumaun
in charge of his son, Pradyumna Sah who assumed the style
of Pradyumna Chand.

The new ruler of Kumaun restored the Joshis to power
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and Harsha Deo once more gained the upper hand. When
after the death of Lalit Sah relations between Jayakirti Sah
his successor in Garwal, and Pradyumna Chand his son in
Kumaun became strained, it gave a chance to Mohan Singh
to fish in the troubled waters, He entered into an under-
standing with Jayakirti Sah in the hope of recovering the
kingdom of Kumaun. When the intrigue leaked out, Harsha
Deo on behalf of his master went to Srinagar to demand an
explanation from the ruler. Jayakirti refused to be cowed
down, but in the struggle which followed the Garhwalis
suffered a crushing defeat, the Raja dying shortly aftec. Pra-
dyumna occupied the throne and joined Garhwal and
Kumaun; but his preference for Garhwal alienated the sym-
pathy of the Kumaunese and by 1786 they threw off the
dominance of Garhwal, and Mohan Singh once more step-
ping into his own. [t was now the turn of Harsha Deo to

seek safety in the flight to the plains.
But Harsha Deo was not the man to sit silently on his

oars. He collected a large army, invaded Kumaun and
defeated and took prisoner Mohan Singh and his brother Lal
Singh. Though he pardoned the latter, he put the former
to death. He invited Pradyumna Sah to come to Kumaun;
but when he declined, he placed on the throne Shiva Singh
a descendant of Udyat Chand. But Kumaun was not des
tined to enjoy even a brief spell of peace. It was attacked
by Lal Singh, and they compelled Harsha Deo to fly to
Srinagar. Lal Singh seated on the throne Mahendra Singh a
son of Mohan Singh and himself became the prime-Minister.
To consolidate his position. he even approached the Nawab
of Oudh offering him the Tarai in lieu of the protection
which he was to afford to his ally of Kumaun. The result of
all these transactions was that Harsha Deo could not even
remain in Srinagar. He had to leave that place and seek
safety elsewhere. His relatives in Kumaun were severely
prosecuted by Lal Singh.

When Kumaun was passing through such a state fo
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demoralisation, it attracted the attention of the ambitious
ruler of Nepal. He sought the advice and co-operation of
Harsha Deo. The Gorkahs invaded Kumaun in 1790,
and although Mahendra Singh defeated Amar Singh
Thapa; his prime minister, Lal Singh had to suffer the hu-
miliation of a staggering defeat which compelled him to
abandon his country, leaving it at the mercy of the invaders.
The latter in their hour of triumph were distracted by the
reports of a Chinese incursion into their country. They
withdraw in a body, leaving Almora in charge of Harsha
Deo. But he couid not pull on with his new allies and
withdrew to Srinagar. To add to the difficulties of the
Gorkahs, the exiled ruler Mahendra Singh strove hard
to recover his territories. He made two unsuccessful attempts
and on one occasion even succeeded in almost involving the
Gorkahs and the Nawab of Oudh in the deadly conflict whick
was only prevented because of the mediation by the British,
The Nawab rocognised the Gorakahs to be the rulers of
Kumaun, and the latter accepted the Nawab’s claim on the
Tarai

The Gorkahs rule in Kumaun was not without ifs re-
deeming features. They restored peace in the faction-ridden
State and they took a genuine interest in its administration.
During the Subehdari of Jaga Mall many reforms were in-
troduced in the field of revenue administration, and the civil
administration was also overhauled. The kingdom began
to recover its prosperity in spite of frequent changes of sube-
dars some of them like Kaji Narsingh being very cruel and
ferocious. In 18.4 Amar Singh Thapa and his son Ranjhor
Thapa held the charge of Kumaun; two years later they
were succeeded by Bum Sah Chautariya.

In short, the condition in the mountain and sub-moun-
tain regions favoured a forward policy on the part of the
British. There was no love lost between the Nepalee gover-
nors of Kumaun and Garhwal, the two having diametrically
opposed party interests, the latter having affiliations with
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the faction in power in Kathmandu, and the former inspite
of his ability and merits being a suspect in the eyes of his
masters. The British possessed almost detailed information
with regard to the internal wrangles in the various semi-
independent units of their northern frontiers. They had on
their side Harsha Deo Joshi, who was an adept in the
political game. Besides him there was at Banaras, Gajraj
Misra, the Guru of Ran Bahadur, who was once a power
behind the throne in Nepal. On the top of it, even the
Banyas (merchants), of Kashipur acted as spies and conveyed
to the English valuable and requisite information. Among
the disgruntled scions of Kumaun mention should be made
of Lal Singh who was keen to recover his lost prestige and
if possible his territory. In this context mention should also
be made of Prithwipat Sah the dispossessed chief of Dotee,
and of Aman Khan who was ever ready to sell his loyalty to
the highest bidder. But these were the pieces who could be
moved on the political chess-board, and their utility,
with the partial exception of that of Aman Khan, was
only of secondary importance in the prosecution of military
projects.

When Lord Hastings embarked upon his venture, he
unfortunately fell a victim to an under-estimation of the
probable resistance on the part of his adversaries. He
chalked out a comprehensive plan of action with the object
of attacking the enemy at as many points as possible and
thus of defeating them in detail. Major General Macley
was sent to Bihar with 8,000 men, Major General Wood was
despatched to Gorakhpur and General Gillipsie was directed
to enter Garhwal via Dehra Dun. These extensive operations
spread over an unmanageably long line, proved inconclusive,
and the British officers were not only surprised by the stiff
resistance offered bythe Gorkahs they found themselves stuck
up at the posts they were holding for a pact from each other,
force failed to yield conclusive results, recourse was led to
diplomacy, its object being to emerge out of the impasse
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with as much show of prestige as possible, and with the
maximum advantage which could be achieved. And be it
said to the credit of the British that even in this hour of their
trial they did not lose sight of their main objective, namely,
that of acquiring possession of Garhwal and Kumaun and
of compelling the Gorkah power to bow to their dictations.

Without minimising the necessity of delivering a military
attack on Nepal, serious efforts were made to seize Kumaun
and Garwal. Perhaps smarting under a sense of dissatis-
faction against his principals in Kathmandu, Bum Sah the
subah of Kumaun, had opened negotiations with E. Coleb-
rook to whom he accredited two agents, viz. Hari Krishna
Tiwari and Babu Nit Narayan with the ostensible object
of mediating between the British and the Nepal Darbar,
but with the real object of ascertaining the attitude of the
British visa-vis his own position in Kumaun. These agents
were directed to see Honourable E. Gardner. They did
not bring any specific proposals from their masters ; they
only conveyed the message that Bum Sah had intended to
wait personally on the Governor General but was prevented
from doing so by his illness, and that he had the authority
of his master (Raja of Nepal) to open negotiations for peace.
Underlying this message was the anxiety of Bum Sah to steal
a march over his rivals in Kathmandu in the game of diplo-
macy which was being played by the parties at war with
each other.

While Bum Sah’s divan Major Lakeshwar Upadhya
was in correspondence with Harsha Deo Jishi who had joi-
ned Honourable E. Gardner, Mr. Rutherford, the surgeon
at Moradabad had struck to his own independent sources of
information about the state of affairs in Kumaun and Nepal.
In this way the British authorities had ample material at
their disposal to determine their line of action They could
frame a general idea about Bum Sah and his resources ; and
they could count upon the unpopularity of the Gorkahs in
the lands under their occupation. This accounts for the
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adoption of the two-fold policy, persuasion and pressure in
relation to Kumaun. According to Captain Hearsy’s esti-
mate, Bum Sah was getting Rs. 12,000/ per annum from the
Nepal Government in addition to other advantages which
he was enjoying as the Subah of Kumaun ; his brother Hus-
thi Dhall Sah was the Subah of Dotee. Hence the necessity
of forming an overall picture of his position before offering
terms to him.

The British authorities were clear in their mind that
Kumaun needs must be annexed as compensation for what
they believed to be the unprovoked war of aggression, Bum
Sah was to be given a jagir, and Raja Lal Singh was not to
be encouraged in the belief that Kumaun would be restored
to him. These delicate negotiations were to be conducted
by Mr. Gardner who was given detailed instructions to carry
them through. It was made clear that in the first instance
Dotee was not to be occupied, though it was to be cleared
of the Gorkahs. In case the negotiations with Bum Sah pro-
ved to be fruitless and he could not be won over to the inte-
rests of the East India Company, Kumaun was to be occu
pied by force. In anticipation thereof, a contingent of troops
was posted on the frontier, and the offer of Prithwipat Sah,
the ex-Raja of Dotee, to raise soldiers for the British service
was accepted. To take the advantage of this aggressive plan
and to enlist the sympathy and co-operation of the local in-
habitants orders were issued prohibiting the slaughter of
cattle (cow) if goats were available, and for paying due
regard to the sentiments of the people at large. Brahmans
and other influential persons were to be conciliated. Muns-
his and pandits were appointed on a salary of Rs. 30/- p. m.
per head to be incharge of harkaras and guides, and to estab-
lish contacts with the masses, and thus prepare the way for
the advent of the British.

If the British were on the horns of dilemma, their op-
ponents were in no better situation. Distraction and par-
ticularly after the fall of Kumaun, the straightened condi-
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tion of the garrision of the Jyatuck, and the extremities to
to which Amar Singh Thapa had been reduced at Malown. In
fact the Governor General directed Major General Ochterlony
to offer icrms to Amar Singh to the effect that he would be
assigned a handsome provision with permission to remain
in one of the territories on immediate evacuation and surren-
der of all posts and possessions of the Gorkahs within the
limits of his authority. Amar Singh was compelled to sign
a convention on May 1%, 1815. There were now these
individuals who were keen to carry the uegotiations for
peace with the British to a successful conclusion : (1) Bum
Sah who was not trusted by the authorlties of Kathmandu,
but who had ingratiated himself into the confidence of the
English, giving out all the time that he had the requisite
authority from the Darbar, '2) Amar Singh Kaji who had
surrendered to the British and whose cousin Bhim Singh
Kaji held the strings of authority in Nepal and (3 Bhim Singh
who was anxious to get out of the impasee without compro-
mising the prestige of the power of his party and losing his
hold on the Raja. In short the position of the Nepal | arbar
was that of a house divided against itself. In the predica-
ment, Bhim Singh invited Gajraj Misra from Banaras where
he had been living in retirement, subsisting on a jagir
assigned to him by the British.

The arrival of Gajraj Misra at Kathmandu gave a
new turn to the negotiations for peace. He along with
Chandra Shekhar Upadhya was sent to Colonel Bradshaw
to settle the terms. After prolonged talks the Governor
General found that the virtual acknowledgment ef the terms
(to be) sufficient for the satisfaction of the British Govern-
ment, and consequently he did not feel disposed to require
from the Court of Khatmandu a more explicit declaration of
submission, the exaction of which while it is not demanded
for the vindiction of one’s honour would wound the pride
and national fecling of the Gorkahs. The treaty guaranteed
to the British an extended frontier safe from interruptions,
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occupation of Kumaun and Garhwal, and security for their
allies and friends who had helped them in the successful

prosecution of the war. In addition it led to the establish-
ment of friendly relations with the State of Sikkim.

Strictly speaking the documents in the first part of this
collection do not deal with the Anglo-Nepal war, but they
bring out very succintly the last phase, namely the negotia-
tions for peace. Incidentally they also throw light on
the basic causes »f the conflict which have been blurred
in the midst of the details. They present a very full
picture of the methods which the British adopted in their
dealing with the States of India. They provide a valuable
commentary on the thoroughness with which fundamental
issues were treated in those days. The irresistible con-
clusion to which we come is that the Nepal war was not
fought for avenging the murder of a few British thanehdar,
but that it had a more serious abjective wich was commercial
and economic. Its political significance is only secondary.

PART II.

Kumaun and Garhwal having been annexed to the
British possession the authorities directed their attention
to the reform of administrative machinery, particularly
revenue. In this respect they followed a cautious policy
and the Hon. Edward Gardner was advised that “it would
be expedient to adhere to the mode now in usage for the
settlement and collection of revenues of the province
(Kumaun). .,,.and to enter into engagements with the
headmen of the several pergunnahs for the collection and
realisation of the revenue in the same manner as has been
the practice of the Gorkahs government, pending acquisition
of more accurate and detailed information about the
resources of the country.” The first settlement yielded
Rs. 85,191, Two years later in 1817 the second settlement
was formed by Mr. Trail who during the following 16 years
remained in immediate touch with this specialised branch
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of administration and whose opinion was much valued by
the government. So that when in 1832-33 the Board of
Revenue recommended that the settlement be extended for
a period of 20 years, the government refused to sanction the
arrangement till they had with them the view of Mr. Trail
on the subject. The ninth settlement was made by Mr.
Batten in 1842-6 and this was for 2i) years.

Both Mr. Trail and -Mr. Batten were handicapped
by the instructions of the superior authorities. prohibiting
them from carrying out an actual survey of land, because
it would involve much expenditure and would require con-
siderable time. Accordingly, Mr Batlen’s settlement could
be nothing more than a record of rights that was framed
for each village, consisting of the past history of assessments,
the boundry arrangements, and the engagement papers of
the inhabitants, This idea continued to hold the field for
a cousiderable time asis borne out by the observation of
Mr. H. Elliot in his letter (dated 2nd July, 1837) to the
officiating Commissioner of Bareilly.  The object of mea-
surement he wrote, * is not so much to increase the Jumas,
as to settle possessions, liabilities, rights and management.”
Twenty years later, it was given to Mr. Backet to carry out
the actual survey and appraisment of the produce of the
land.

In July, 1815 Garhwal was handed over to the Com.
missioner of Kumaun who deputed a native officer to collect
the requisite information and receive proposa's for the land-
holders for entering into engagements for the payment of the
revenue. On 1st August, 1817 Mr. G. W, Trail was ap-
pointed to take charge of the settlement as the basis of his
arrangement. He supervised the first five settlements till
1825 when he was transferred to Dehra Dun, his place being
taken up by Mr. J. Shore, an assistant of his who was
ordered to reside on the hills for a certain portion of the
year, In 183841 Mr Batten made the ninth settlement ot
Garhwal which represents the first attempt to form a record
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of rights and to formulate a reasonable system of assessment
based on an estimation of actual assets. The tenth settle-
ment was made by Mr. Becket between 1861-64, its main
feature being regular field measurement.

The documents which are included in this collection do
not give detailed account of the evolution of the revenue
administration in Kumaun and Garhwal. They do, how-
ever, throw light on the broad principles which the autho-
ritics enunciated from time to time, and which, they directed
their officers to act upon. The Sadar Board »f Revcnue
at Allahabad was very careful in indicating the lines on
which the revenue settlement was to be made. and the
Secretary Mr. Deedes addressed to the Commissioner of
Moradabad and Bareilly a very exhaustive letter on the
subject. Emphasis is laid on equity and justice vis-a-vis the
agriculturists and the State. ‘It is so obvious’ writes
Mr. Deedes ‘a dictate of justice and sound policy to take
the portion to which the government are entitled, as to
secure to industry its full reward and to infiict a penalty on
neglect and indolence.’

In the course of the settlement operations in general
a number of problems arose and the Board of Revenue ex-
pressed their unequivocal opinion on them. The position
of Muafee tenures is dealt with Mr. I. G. Deedes in his
letter to the Commissioner of Bareilly; where as in February,
1887, R. Alexander, the Assistant Secretary, touched the
question of ‘impolicy and injurious effect of a system of
frequent settlements carried through in the most perfunctory
manner, and attended always with an increased demand.’
He commended the principle of ‘long terms founded on
fair and acknowledged data preceded by a demarcation of
boundaries and accompanied by an ascertainment and
adjustment of the interests, liabilities and privileges of the
various members of the agricultural community made as far
as possible by themselves, bul at any rate in conformity
with time, usage and with their assistince and consent.” He
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also emphasised the impor-tance of long term settlements in
Kumaun which the people there were too ignorant to appre-
ciate. He made suggestions for the development of the Tarai
area consisting of the territory commencing with a line
on the left bank of the Ganges at Hardwar and ‘passing
between Chilkera and Kotah immediately north of Rudra-
pur to the boundaries of Oudh.” The elements required for
its improvement are ‘capital and population ; the two main
obstacles (are) insalubrity and sincerity.” To overcome these
latter, the tribes of Boksas and Thoroos stated to be ‘honest,
simple and industrious’ were to be assured of protection to
their person and property.” Encouragement is also recom-
mended to be extended to speculators on fair and attractive
‘terms ; the Board suggested the term of lease of 40 years.

Very interesting observations have been made in the
extracts of a letter dated 10th July 1837 from the Secretary
to the Government. It is pointed out that people ‘who see
a likelihood of deriving benefit from their efforts work wil-
lingly and well, and are always ready with their dues.” But
once take away hope from the people, and you remove every
incentive to exaction. In a subsequent letter it is noted that,
‘in those parts it has been customary to tax the really indus-
trious communities, the Jasti particularly, who are prover-
bially the most industrious cultivators, to the utmost extent,”
and indulge with a very light demand ‘the idle Syuds,
which latter furnish a large proportion of the officers of the
Kutcherries, and the Gujars whose wandering and predatory
habits are notorious. and also the Rajputs, ‘the former
through favour and influence, and the two latter from the
supposed impossibility of obliging them to pay.

In August 1838, Mr. Elliot, the Secretary of the Board
of Revenue once more adverted to the problems of Muafee
tenures and communicated to the Commissioner of Bareilly
‘the mode of proceeding which the Governor directs should
in future be adopted in conducting the investigation apper-
taining thereto.” 'All persons who may be in possession of
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any Muafee tenure at the date of the cessation to the British
Government, will be allowed to continue in possession for
their own heirs whether the tenure may be found resumable
or otherwise’ or again, ‘'where ever it be known to any
Revenue Officer that a party whose free land has been resu-
med is in a state of destitution on that account, it is the duty
of such officer to bring the case thiough the Commissioner
to the notice of the Board and Government.’

The officers dealing with the settlement operation in
Kumaun and Garhwal found themselves in a very delicate
situation with regard to the position of the Raja of Garhwal.
The intriguing issze was whether the Raja in the exercise
of the powers and authority conferred on him by his sunnud
and sanctioned by immemorial usage, may lawfully resume
Jagheers in default of the performance of the service or con-
ditions under which they are held or whether the settlement
approved and confirmed by the Government, has deprived
the Raja of this right, which brought to the fore this issue
was furnished by the claims put forward by Govind Bisht
and his factotum Sibdut who defied the Raja in the hope
that they would be supported by the government. It is
true that the object of the settlement of Kumaun was to
induce the Raja ‘to relinquish all oppressive exactions,
forego all obnoxious taxes, and to define the amount of
assessment so effectively as to protect the people from injus-
tice and oppression and secure their rights and better their
conditions.” In view of the consideration that Govind Bisht
could have no claim to a hereditary jagir in Garhwal and
that it was necessary to uphold the diginty of the Raja, the
Government gave their decision in favour of the latter.
The instructions and directions issued from time to time by
the Board of Revenue at Allahabad, or by the Government
to the Commissioner of Bareilly Division or to Mr, Batten
bring out clearly the anxiety of the authorities to see that
the revenue settlement of Kumaun and Garhwal corresponds
to the principles, methods and objections which had been
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successfully experimented upon and proved successful in
the plains. Indeed itis difficult notto credit the British
with the genuine desire which they had of creating and
enforcing a uniform system of administration; nor is it pos-
sible to withhold the need of praise from the officers who
threw themselves with single minded devotion into the
work which in the long run yielded successful results. Mr.
Traill and Mr. Batten were pioneers and the scheme they
laid down inspite of their handicaps could subsequently be
only improved upon on the basis of additional knowledge
and information, the basic principles remaining the same.

CONCLUSION.

The above is an analysis of the documents which are
for the first time being published, some of them undoub-
tedly very revealing. For their arrangement [ am beholden
to Dr. G. N. Saletore, Keeper of the Records, Government
of U. P. It was indeed a pleasure and privilege to be asso-

ciated with this work, which I hope would be of use to stu-
dents and scholars alike.

B. P. Saksena.
31, March 1956. Professor of History,
Allahabad University.






Seclion 1.
ANGLO-NEPAL RELATIONS (1814-1816)

1. Captain H. Y. Hearsey to John Adam, Secretary to
the Government. Dated 24th August, 1814.

* * % " * *

I presume it must be known to you that for several years
past, there has been a continual ferment in the very core of
the Nipaul Government caused by the dissensions of two
parties ; the one called the Chountra party consists of the
relatives of the former Rajah aad several of the Thurqurs
and former Bahadurs, the other called the Thappas are
risen from the commonalty of the Gorkah Province, and who
have now the young Rajah in their power, and under their
control, the latter have picked out all the great commande-
ries and offices and have filled them with Thappas. The
Chountras have pensions or some trifling commands and the
former Thurqurs and Bharadars are unemployed. They are
watching an-opportunity of overthrowing the Thappas and
getting the reins of Government into their own hands, Ummer
Singh Thappa (titled Kajee) commanding a force of about
1200 men at Palpa, and his son Bheem Singh Kajee, who is
at Nipaul, and his Nephew Ummer Singh Kajee who com-
mands the Gorkah army beyond the Jumna, are the heads
of the Thappa party. Bum Sah who is at Almora (and whom
I have reason to look upon as the cleverest politician and
best informed man amongst all the Gorkah chiefs) his
brothers Hustee Dhull Chountra and Roodurbeer Sah besides
Dhul Bunjun Pandey and other wealthy Thurqurs, whose
names I do not recollect now, at Nipaul are the heads of
the disaffected. I am firmly convinced, if means be adop-
ted, that their dissensions can be carried to so great a height
as to cause a total overthrow of the present Nipaul Dynasty.
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The knowledge I possess of the interior of the Gorkah
conquered couniries extend particularly to the Kingdoms
of Gurhwal and Kumaoon, these I have crossed in two or
three times and have much local information of. The infor-
mation I have received comes from the -best authority
Hurruck Das Jotshee (the Earl of Warwick of these two King-
doms, the Rajas of which he has throned and dethroned
more than once). This man is a perfect instrument whose
name the Gorkahs dread. His connections in Kumaoon
amount to above 6,0: 0 men. He is now near 68 years old,
but active, vigorous and has all his faculties clear ; bis in-
fluence is great on all the Hill Rajahs even extending beyond
the river Suthy. This man I particularly recommend to
your notice, this is the same man, who came as Vackeel in

1797 to Lucknow from the Kumaoon Raja to Nawab
Asophul Dowla and referred by the latter to Mr. Cherry
He accompanied Mr. Cherry to Benares when some corres-
pondence took place with Mr. T. Graham. The sudden
catastrophe of Mr. Cherry induced him to return and try
by arms to stop the progress of the Gorkahs. After
various struggles the Gorkahs overcame him and he fell back
upon Gurhwal. Here he made a stand of 5 years, but the
disaffection of the Sereenugur Rajah's troops threw him
into the hands of his enemies from whom he made his
escape, but his eldest son was made a prisoner and was
sent to Nipaul where he is at this day. H. D. Jotshee’s
information will be valuable, correct, and direct, and by
means of his son, or other Agent he may have at Nipaul, a
perfect knowledge may be derived of the interior posses-
sions of the Gorkahs to the Eastward, their force, forts,
passes and means of carrying on waifare, he will be
able to furnish proper men for guides.

The papers shown in confidence to you by Mr. Moorcroft
and the plan I had adopted to overthrow the Gorkahs and
drive them beyond the Gogra River, as also of the coalition
of the different Rajas to effect this, the outlines were all
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given by Jotshee, who for that purpose came to me at
Unjunnee from Raja Suncharchund. The ways and means
for paying the party I was to organize were given to me by
him, many of the disaffected Gorkah chieftains were also
included in this revolution and a most clever and very brave
man Pulwul Rana a Gorkah (he died in 1813 at Bootwal)
undertook the subjugation of Nipaul, this chief was the man

who first carried the Gorkah armies beyond the Ganges.
I must beg your attention for a moment towards their

Military. Their commanders are ignorant, subtile, treacher-
ous, faithless and avaricious to an extreme, after conquest and
victory, are bloodthirsty and relentless after defeat, mean
and abject no reliance can be placed on any of their terms or
treaties, and hitherto they have kept up a threatening counte-
nance towards the Chinese Government pretending, to be a
part of our Government, dressing their troops out in red
uniforms, arming them with muskets and aping the name
of the subordinate officers. To our Government they have
acted with great reserve, imitating the Chinese address and
forms and wishing to inculcate in their minds, that they were
tributary to the Chinese. These sepoys are badly armed and
can bear no comparison to the troops in either Scindeeah’s
or Holkar’s services. Their muskets are infamous, and their
gunpowder the same. The made up ball ammunition, I
have seen, exceeded 7 inches in length ; flints are bad.
They have little or no cloathing and very ill paid. They are
armed a musket with or without a bayonet, a sword and stick.
In their girdles is a crooked instrument called a Kookurree.
This is very oseful, serving to cut boughs and forming arbors
to protect them from the heat of the sun and nightly dews.
They are hardy, endure privations and are very obedients
have not much of the distinction of caste, and are a neutral
kind of Hindoos eating in mess almost every thing they
meet with except beef.

Under our Government and officers they would make
excellent soldiers, and numbers would on the event of a
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rupture join our standards, for the sake of 6 Rupees per
month, and form a proper Corps of Hill Rangers, but who
would not serve down in the plains ; the change of climate
being so very different.

Gurhwal, the capital of which is Sereenugur, is a very
mountainous and difficult country to attack or defend. It is
intersected by rivers rushing in torrents over rocks and blocks
of stone, excepting the valley in which the capital is built,
and 2 smaller ones above. The breadth not exceeding a
mile anywhere, and the longest not a mile and a half inter-
sected by the Aluknunda River which here flows gently and
admits of canoes being navigated. Besides there is not a spot
where you could encamp 1,000 men in a line. The roads
and pathways are all suffered to decay by the Gorkahs, traces
still remain of the pains taken by the former Rajas to keep
them in repair, and formerly bullocks and tattoos found their
way from Nujeebabad to the capital, laden with merchandise
by thc Kotadwarra Ghattee. They could again easily be
repaired. From the opposition held out by the farmers after
their Raja fled, the Gorkah army was very severe upon this
unfortunate country, Upwards of 30,000 males and females
have been sold or carried into slavery ; near 80,000 men and
women emigrated in 1811 and 12, and the country is nearly
depopulated, the villages gone to ruins and a young jungle is
already in a thriving condition, where I saw beautiful culti-
vation in 1808. The Gorkahs still draw a revenue of 3 Lacks
of Rupees from it, what in grain and coin. The resources
are great if managed under a lenient hand and in 6 years,
Gurhwal would yield above 6 lacks of Rupees per annum.
The climate of the Northern and North eastern purgunnahs
or that’s, is perfectly European producing all the fruits in a
wild state. The lower people are denominated Khussceahs.
The Himachul mountains divide them from Thibet or as its
called the Aondeysee.

Kumaoon is of less extent, but a beautiful healthy and
populous well cultivated country climate, quite a Paradise,
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the mountains flat and many extensive plains. As little
opposition was evinced by the peaceful inhabitants of this
Kingdom, who became indifferent who became their rulers,
from the intestine broils, of the reigning family which had
lasted some years, private property was respected and all
rent free lands granted by their conquerors to the actual
possessors, the rents collected. in the customary manner,
and luckily it fell to the share of Bum Sah Chountra to be
their Governor. All these circumstances have induced
it to be in the flourishing state it now is, altho sundry
oppressions have since crept in. The capital is Almorah
situated on the top of a flat and extensive Mt. with
the Cossillah river running at its base. The Gorkahs have
erected here a small pucka Fort which they call Laul-
mundeeka Gurhee. In it they have 4 guns, laying upon
the ground near the entrance, it’s a place of little conse-
quence and could be carried by escalade. Bum Sah although
unemployed enjoys a pension of 12,000 Rupees per annum,
and has fixed his residence here where he presides as
representative of the Raja, and dictates all letters and
answer to the Governor General’s Agent at Furruckabad.
The revenues drawn by the Gorkahs from this kingdom
amounts to about 2% Lacks of Rupees. And since they
have lately attached all the rent free lands from the
Bramins, the present amount must be greater or near 3}
lacks. The Troops stationary here in the different garrisons
and on the collections may amount to about 4J0 men. The
road to Almora was once a thoroughfare for horses, camels
and elephants, but the Gorkahs in their low policy have
suffered it to go to ruin, with a very little expense it could
be rendered practicable to those animals but no wheeled
carriages could proceed by it. The Dhoon is an extensive
pleasant valley formed between the Jumna and Ganges, the
Lower Rangesof small Hills dividing it from Saharunpoor and
the lofty range of mountains from Gurhwal to which it apper-
tains and yields near 48,000 Rupees per annum in this
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Purgunnah. They have two forts, one a small stockaded
one near Gooroodwara, the other on a hill near the village
of Nugal near the banks of the Sounk river. The former is
called Dhaimagurhee the latter Nala Pannee, the whole of
this fertile and extensive valley permits of guns, horses,
elephants, camels and wheel carriages traversing it in various
directions with the assistance of a few Pioneers. A good
road leads from Khooshealgurh to the Keeardee valley and
a road for elephants to Nahun. The Jumna is not far from
Khooshialgurh. Going to Nahun you have to cross it at
Timlee Ghaut. To the N. N. W. of the Keeardee valley, lies
the valley of Punjore, beyond which is the large town of
Pulbassee belonging to Raja Suncharchund and about 8 or
10 coss beyond is the river Sutluj.

About this time last year Colonel Ochterlony applied
to Capt. Richards of the 13th Regiment for information res-
pecting the hill forts and country he had been thro’ going
to Nahan, and Capt. Richards made an application to me
to furnish military details. Very likely this information
was never forwarded to your office. I take the liberty to
give an extract from his letter, about that part of the coun-
try he travelled over, and which I have not been in.”” With
regard to the road to Nahan (from Ludhiana) (it) “‘is
passable for all sorts of wheel carriages as far as the pass”
by which you enter the Hills at or near Taluckpoor from
whence the road to Nahan lays thro the Hills and will not
permit of any kind of wheel carriages but an elephant
“(which) can travel thro with a very little assistance from
Pioneers” I should conceive, we could easily convey a six
Pounder “or 4/2 Inch Howitzer unshipt. The road by
Mokanund” which leads from Sidhora is the high road
generally travelled to Nahun and as Lieutt.  Young
travelled it, his *“account thereof I will give hereafter. The
road by which I returned out of the Hills, was by the
Kaleysure pass to Khizarabad, which road is eligible for
hacknies”, and might with a very little trouble be made
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such as to admit of 12 Pounders passing. wWhen you enter the
Keeardee valley, the road lays thro a plain but intersected
with several small water courses, the beds of which are stony”’,
but not so as to cause any impediment to guns. For 8 miles
beyond Keeardee, when you have to ascend a pass” in the
Hills, which would require a little labour for *‘the pioneers
to widen the road, the descent on the’” Nahan side is a very
wide and easy one. You may march to the foot of the
Mts. on which Nahan is situated with great ease. There
are 3 or 4 roads up to Nahan, but I do not believe any of
them would admit of wheel carriages. The height of Nahan
above the bed of the Marcoondah river, which runs under
it, is I should ‘“conceive, about 3,000 feet perpendicular,
the distance is stated to be 2} to 3 coss which is caused by
the traverses up the hills, guns cannot be got up without
manual labour, or upon elephants. The Gorkahs have only
one 6 Pounder and a few 3 pounders, and wall guns, none of
which are mounted on carriages, and are in general laid on
the ground and fired by a train. These were transported
hither on slings by the Hill people. The mode of travell-
ing adopted in the Hills is chiefly on foot, they have a few
Tangons which are made use of by the Surdars. As are
also a kind of Tangon called a Jupan, besides litters resem-
bling a hammock suspended to a straight pole called a
dandee. Mornee Tucksal and all the Hill Forts, are built
on the summits of Hills  They are built of slates of stone,
without any cement and are not above 30 paces square and
above 12 feet high, and the stockade which surrounds them
is easily destroyed. These forts in general have no springs
or tanks of water within them, but the garrison is obliged
to fetch it from some distance below by cutting off the
necessary article of life. The Gorkahs got possession of
them. I presume a shell from a 4} Inch howitzer would
cause the immediate evacuation of them. They can easily be
approached by infantry under cover to within less than
musket shot. The garrison which seldom exceeds 150 men,
are ill supplied with stores or ammunition,
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Their army in the field under Ummer Singh Thappa
does not exceed 6,000 fighting men, the women followers,
swell the number to near 12,000 souls. Out of the 6,000
muskets thev have got 2,000 that would go off on a second
discharge. Their great ability depends upon their activity
in climbing and rolling down stones upon a party advancing
against them, but a few Riflemen would soon put a stop to
this mode of warfare. Their army is composed of about
18,00 or 2,000 real Gorkahs, on these all their dependence
rests. The remainder are Palpah, I—umlees, Kumaoonees,
and Gurhwalees. Necessity has induced the latter to enter
into their employ, but they are very indifferently attached to
their masters. I suspect upon 6 Rupees a month being
offered to them, they would join our arms with the greatest
satisfaction. The mode they have hitherto employed in
defeating the timed troop: opposed to them, was bya
sudden attack and volley of Musketry. If the Enemy fled,
as was generally the case a great carriage ensued, but if
they withstood this attack, they commenced fortifying
themselves by a stockade, and taking advantage of positions
and sending detachments to occupy situations which, cut
off supplies, their enemies have been obliged to retreat.

In mountaineers warfare every thing depends upon
information, and there are generally 3 kinds of roads or
other pathways. The whole of the countries they have
conquered on this side the Gogra River. The inhabitants
would rise in mass to assist in expunging the Gorkhas, and
we should not fail in getting good information as far as
the Gogra from the Suttlej. The Gorkahs could be ex-
punged in a month, I am unacquainted how the dispositions
of the people to the Eastward of that river are towards their
conquerors, for they have been a longer period under their
control, but I suspect they are not liked.

The whole of the mountainous country after you have
crossed the smaller range which skirts the plains, is healthy,
good water in great plenty. The Gorkahs are not aware of



ANGLO-NEPAL RELATIONS (1814-1816) 9

the resources of the country they now hold. In Gurhwal
are rich copper miues, iron in great abundance tar, hemp
and masts and yards of fir innumerable, sufficient to supply
all the Navy of England. 1f the country was given back to
the former Rajahs, a great flow of commerce would take
place, highly beneficial 1o great Britain and British commo-
dities would by the Bootwal passes of Neetee, Mana, Juade
and Tucklakote, find their way into Tartary and even
China.

2. T. Rutherford to John Adam, Secretary to the Govern-
ment, Revenue Department Moradabad, Ist October,
1814.

» * ¥ » *

I think it my duty immediately to communicate to
you for the information of His Excellency the Governor
General, the following particulars which have just been
received from my Emissaries in Nipaul.

2. The alarm at our preparations is now general
throughout all the Provinces on this frontier, and meas-
ures are taking to oppose us. There appears to prevail
amongst the enemy an idea of our designs being directed
chiefly against their possessions in Khyreegurh (doubt-
less from its having been a subject of representation and
remonstrance on the part of this Government) and they
are now engaged in constructing a mud fort at Moondheea
Ghaut and another at Bumbassa on the Sardha. Hustee
Dull, who was lately recalled, has been ordered to con-
tinue in his Government of Deotee, and guard the Khyree
gurh frontier, Lalla Bekram Sah, the Raja of Deotee (now
the farmer) is levying troops at Nalass.

3. Spies on the partof the Nipaulese are at pre-
sent stationed in the towns of Saharunpore, Moradabad
and Bareilly, but who they are I have not yet been able to

discover.
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4. In the town of Rampoor and in several parts of
this and the Bareilly districts, numbers of Puthans have
been entertained for the Gorkhalee service and have gone
to the Hills. Some months ago Shah Wallee Khan, late
farmer of Roodrpoor in this District sent a Vakeel to
Ummer Sing and obtained from him, in consideration of
1,000 Rupees present and an yearly nuzzurannaz of 1700 a
farm an of the chokeedaree of the forests from Hurdwar to
Belharee, to the exclusion of the tribes of Heries and Mew-
atees, who are the aborigines of these tracts, and were
confirmed in their rights by Mr. (Archibald; Seton when
Commissioner for the settlement of the Ceded Provinces.
Shah Wallee is a heavy defalcator, and his agents, (how-
ever he may be disposed) are, from their known "treachery
and lawless habits, objects of apprehension. That is, I
have no doubt, but they will give information to the enemy
and on the march of our troops into the forests, would
perhaps prove troublesome by predatory attacks on our
followers by night. I consider it a measure of indispensible
precaution to prevent the mischief anticipated, by exclu-
ding the Pathans from the situation which they now occupy
and reinstating the former tribes under strict engagements
to guard our frontier and to preservce the Police of the

forests. Shah Wallee’s Agent bears the same name with
himself.

5. At Nujeebabad the bunyas have been exporting
large quantities of sulphur and nitre to the Hills.

P. §. Since writing the above a Chapprassee of mine
has this instant brought me the enclosed Persian and Hindee
letters, which he intercepted, on their way from Almora
to Chilkea. They are addressed by Bum Shah, the Soubah
of Almorah, and by his Dewan Chunder Seeckhur Opadheea
to Benee Ram, a Bunya of Cossipoor. The latter, an
artful intriguing character, was dismissed by my predecessor
from an office in the Cossipoor Factory on account of
gross frauds and last year in conjunction with Bum Shah



ANGLO-NEPAL RELATIONS (1614.1816) 11

and his Dewan established two fairs within the Nepaul
Territory in rivalry of those of Belheree and Chilkeea,
and made a monopoly of turmic and some other of the
most valuable of the Hill exports. This unjust and opp-
ressive transaction was the subject of a correspondence
between the Board of Trade and myself, and the adoption
of the same scheme in the ensuing season, is, you will
observe attended to in the letter of the Dewan.

A knowledge of these circumstances excited suspicions
of this man, and induced me to lay a snare for his detec-
tion. The letters from Bum Shah to his address appear
to establish beyond a doubt that these suspicions were well
founded. By the monopoly above mentioned the man
has been suddenly raised from desperate poverty to the
possession of 2,000 Rupees, and with this money his son
is now engaged in the purchase and exportation of lead,
pewter and nitre.

In cases like the present, I feel much at a loss how
to act, and know not whether it be His Lordships intention
that I should take any measures for the prevention of such
instances of treacherous correspondence. I am even under
some apprehension of incurring His Excellency’s displeasure
for having thus unauthorized intercepted the letter now
transmitted.

The letter from Chunder Sheekhar to Hurruck Deo
Jootsee, being written in the Gorkhalee Bhakha, and the real
subjects concealed under fictitious names, its actual pur-
port is not easily discovered. The man to whom it is addres-
sed resides at Hurdwar. e is of the writer caste and
is said to be very obnoxisus to the Nepaul Government.
The enclosed letter however would seem to imply a recon-
ciliation,
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3. John Adam, Secretary to the Government to
C. T. Metcalfe, Esqr., Resident at Dihlee, Camp
Rahmutgunge, the 22nd October, 1814.

» » » » »

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
dispatches No. 341 and 343 of the 10th and 14th instant.
The tenor of your instructions to Mr. Fraser for the guidance
of his conduct on his deputation to Hurdwar is entirely
approved by the Governor General.

2. You will perceive from the enclosed copy of a
letter which has this day been addressed to the Adjutant
General by His Lordship’s commands, that it is inten-
dent that Mr. Fraser should accompany the detachment
to be employed in the occupation of the Deyrah Doon and
of the valley and capital of Sireenugur, for the purpose
of assuming the management of the country which may be
conquered by the British arms, and of aiding Major General
Gillespie in any communications, which he may have occa-
sion to hold with the chiefs and inhabitants of the territories
which will be the scene of his operations with respect to
the latter branch of his duty. It is neither necessary nor
practicable to furnish Mr. Fraser with any precise ins-
tructions for the guidance of his conduct, which must be
regulated by circumstances and by the occasion which
Major General Gillespie may have for his assistance. Mr.
Fraser should be informed that itis not the intention of
the Governor General that he should assume any authority
separate or indepandant of that which must rest in Major
General Gillespie in all points involving the efficient execu-
tion of the service for which the force under his command
has been assembled, namely, the reduction under the British
authority of the Deyrah and eventually the Kaardeh Doon,
and subsequently of the capital and valley of Sereenagur.
The settlement and civil administration of the country
after it shall have been occupied, will fall to the exclusiv”
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province of Mr. Fraser, who is to assume the charge of that
Department in all its branches of Police, Revenue and
Finance. In the execution of this duty he will receive every
practicable degree of assistance and support from the officer
commanding the troops towards whom it will be no less his
duty then His Lordship is persuaded it will be his desire to
observe the most conciliator and cordial line of conduct
which His Lordship has no doubt will be met by a corres-
ponding disposition on the part of the commanding officer.

3, The first object of Mr. Fraser’s attention after
esteblishing the authority of the British Government by the
introduction of an efficient control and of such a Police as
circumstances will admit of, must be to ascertain the actual
and probable resources of the conquered lands, the nature of
the landed tenures, the system of assessment aud collection
now in force, and the ameliorations and improvements which
it may be expedient and practicable to introduce into this
and other branches of the public revenue. An early report
on these points and on all others connected with the duties
assigned to him will be highly desirable.

4. Mr. Fraser will consider himself at liberty to
afford to the inhabitants of the lands which may come
under his charge every assurance that they will be protected
from the power of the Gorkhas but he must carefully abstain
from any declaratian which can operate as a restraint on
the Government with regard to the future restoration of the
exiled family or to the eventual annexation of the whole
territory to the dominions of the Honorable Company, Thijs
reserve will not be so essential with regard to the inhabitants
of Deyrah and Kaardeh; as those tracts will under any cir-
cumnstances at present in contemplanation, be permanently
retained. At the same time you will perceive the advantage
of avoiding any distinction in this respect bctween the
inhabitants of different districts which might tend to excite
distrust or jealousy. The consideration above stated will
suggest the necessity of abstaining from a ny immediate alter-
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ation of established practice in the management of these
territories until the question regarding their ultimate des-
tination shall be decided, which His Excellency trusts need
not be long deferred.

5. Mr. Fraser must be authorized to entertain such
establishments of Police and Revenue as he may find to be
absolutcly necessary, but he should be enjoined to observe
the utmost practicable economy in this and other branches
of his expenditure.

6. You will be pleased to furnish Mr. Fraser with
instructions framed in the spirit of the preceding observa-
tions with such additions and details as your experience may
suggest. It is the desire of the Governor General that Mr.
Fraser should act under your general authority and instruc-
tions during his employment on this deputation, submitting
copies of his reports to me for His Lordship’s information.

7. A copy of this letter will be communicated to
Major General Gillespie through the regular channel.

4. J. Adam, Secretary to the Government, to Lieut.
Col. Fagan, Adjutant General. Camp Newalgunge, 23rd
October, 1814,

* *® » * »

I am directed to transmit to you for the purpose of
being laid before His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief
the enclosed copy of instructions addressed by His Ex-
cellency’s command on the 22 instant to the Resident at
Dihlee, relative to the deputation of Mr. Fraser which was
communicated to you in my letter of the same date and also
of instructions of this day’s date to Mr. Metcalfe on the
subject of the measures to be adopted for expelling the
Gorkah power from the Provinces of Kumaoon and Deotee
and establishing in the former the authority of the British

Government.
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2. The former document does not suggest to the
Governor General the communication of any further obser-
vations in addition to those stated in my letter of the 22nd
instant, except to request that an intimation may be con-
veyed to Major General Gillespie of the nature and objects
of Mr. Fraser’s deputation with instructions to afford to that
gentleman every practicable degree of support in the execu-
tion of the service assigned to him. His Lordship is persu-
aded that Major General Gillespie will find in Mr. Fraser
a cordial disposition to conform to the extent of his power
to the suggestions and wishes which the Major General may
comnmunicate to him.

3. The Governor General directs me to request that
you will bring under the special notice of the Commander-in-
Chief that part of the instructions relative to Kumaoon which
relates to the advance of that quarter of a force calculated
to support Mr. Gardner’s negotiation with Bum sah, and to
afford to the latter a color for coming over to our interests
if he be so disposed His Excelleney is also requested to take
into his consideration the extent of the force with which it
may be practicable to occupy Kumaoon, supposing Bum sah
to agree to transfer that Province to the British' Government.
His Excellency is in possession of all the information received
by Government of the preparations made by the Nepaulese
in that Province and such further intelligence as may

be transmitted by Mr. Gardner will be communicated
without delay-

4. His [xcellency will be pleased to observe that refe-
rence is made in the instructions of Mr. Metcalfe to an in-
tention of forming an irregular corps to be employed ‘even-
tually in Kumaoon and previously to the occupation of that
Province in such services helow the Hills as may be adopted
to its constitution and materials.

5. His Lordship proposes that this corps should con-
sist of an efficient and respectable body of Najeebs, to be
composed of the Patan inhabitants of the Honorable Com-
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pany’s province of Rohilcund including the Rompoor Jag-
geer. The reports which have reached the Governor General
of agents of the Nipaulese having been employed in enter-
taining considerable numbers of persons of that class in the
service of their Government has induced His Lordship to
issue a proclamation forbidding the subjects of the Honor-
able Company or its allies from engaging in the service of
the Nipaulese and calling on those who are already engaged
in that service to relinquish it before the 30th of November
next. The formation of a crops of infantrv of the descrip-
tion above stated will besides its direct object tend to pro-
mote the purpose of that proclamation by holding out to the
persons whose interests it may affect the prospect of an em-
ployment equally eligible in the service of the British Gov-
ernment.

6. I am accordingly directed to signify the request of
the Governor General that His Excellency the Commander
in chief will communicate to His Lordship his sentiments
relative to the strength, composition and pay of the proposed
corps at his earliest convinience that the order for raising it
may be issued without delay.

7. The Governor General proposes to confer the com-
mand on Capt. Hearsay, whose local knowledge of the
country where it is destined to act will render his services
very useful in such a situation. |

5. J. Adam Secretary to the Government to C. T.
Metcalfe, Resident at Dihlee, Secret Department. Camp

Newalgunge, 23rd October, 1814.

* * » »* *

You were apprized by my letter of the 5th instant, of
the intention of the Governor General to employee Mr.
(Edward) Gardner the Second Assistant to the Residency at
Dihlee on a special service. I now proceed to state to you
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generally the duty which it i; proposed to assign to Mr.
Gardner and to convey to you such instructions as it is
practicable and expedient to frame for his guidance at the
psesent moment.

2. The plans and views of His Excellency the
Governor-General with relation to Kumaoon suggest the
expediency of employing a special Agent for the conduct of
the negotiations which it is proposed to open Bum Sah, the
Soobah of that province and the management of other
affairs of a political nature in that quarter, and eventually
for the introduction of the British authority into Kumaoon
and its dependencies, and His Excellency has thought fit to
select Mr. Gardner for the duty.

3. Although more distinct information of the views
and dispositions of Bum Sah will be requisite before an over-
ture can actually be made to him, yet the advanced period
of the season and the probability that operations will
speedily commence both in Serenugur and in the Gorkah
possessions beyond the Jumna, renders it desirable that
Mr. Gardner should be apprized as far as possible of the
views of the Governor-General and be advanced to a posi-
tion from where he can act with the least practicable delay
or interruption, and where he will have the means of obtain-
ing that information which must be the basis of his pro-
ceedings. His Excellency has therefore determined not to
delay the deputation of Mr. Gardner until the receipt of
the information required by my dispatch of the 30th
Ultimo, and you will be pleased to signify to him the desire
of the Governor-General that he will proceed to Moradabad
with the utmost practicable expedition and enter on the
duties assigned to him, under the instructions which I
now proceed to communicate, to be modified eventually
according to the information which may be received here-

after.

You are apprized of the supposed disposition of
Bamsah towards the Government of Nepaul, on which is



18 HISTORICAL PAPERS RELATING TO KUMAUN

founded the expectation that he may be induced to attach
himself to our interests and surrender to us the province
under his charge. The first object of Mr. Gardner’s atten-
tion therefore must be to ascertain the grounds of this belief
which is generally intertained and to discover a secure chans
nel of communication with him. Mr. Fraser’s report of his
communication with Hurruck Deco Jotsee will perhaps lead
to some useful conclusion on this subject, and the inter.
course maintained by Bamsah with many persons in the
Company’s Territories in the prosecution of Commercial
objects in which he is deeply engaged, will probably afford
means of communicating confidentially and securely with

him, until circumstances shall render a direct communica-
tion expedient.

5. At the same time it will be proper to ascertain the
character, connections and views of Raja Laul Singh. The
Governor General has every reason to think that an attempt
to restore him the possessions heretofore held by his family
would be obnoxious to the people in general and the circum-
stances under which his father obtained the chief authority
in Kumaoon deprive him of that consideration which the
Governor General is disposed to shew the surviving repre-
sentatives of the family formerly reigning in the principal-
ities of the Hills. He possesses therefore, no claim whatever
to the support and encouragement of the British Govern-
ment whose interests on the other hand would be injured by
affording them to him. Supposing his pretensions then to
be set «ntirely out of the question in any eventual arrange-
ment regarding Kumaoon, it will be necessary to take pre-
cautions against any endeavours which the disappointment
of views known to be entertained by him, may lead him to
use, in order to countract our measures, through the means
of the influence which he may still possess in consequence of
his birth and station. On this point it will be advisable for
Mr. Gardner to consult the local civil authorities, and the
Agent of the Governor-General in the Gede.l Provinces to
whom Raja Laul Singh must be well known, and he is
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authorized, in communication with those officers, to adopt
such measure as may be necessary to prevent Laul Singh
from engaging in any proceedings inimical to the British
Government.

6. Under the supposition that the enquiries regarding
the view and disposition of Bum Sah are such, as to encour-
age the attempt to open a negotiation with him, it will be
necessary to consider the nature and extent of the provision
to be offered to that person. The establishment of his
independent authority over Kumaoon was stated in my
letter on the 30th September as possible case. Subsequent
information however relative to Kumaoon and a more
mature consideration of the important position and of
resources of that Province have induced His Excelleney to
contemplate its annexation to the Dominion of the Hon’ble
Company as a part of the compensation which the British
Government will be entitled to demand for the expense of
a War produced solely by the encroachments and violence
of the enemy. Under this view of the sudject, the provision
to be assigned to Bum Sah must be limited to the grant of a
suitable Jageer, either in Kumaoon or in some other
quarter. It might be expedient that be should not remain
in Kumaoon when his former influence might be hurtful to
the interests of the new Government, unless from his per-
sonal character, and a correct view of his true interests he
may be likely to be converted into an useful instrument in
maintaining and supporting our authority in that country.
These are points which will depend greatly on the convic-
tion produced on Mr. Gardner’s mind by personal acquaint-
ance, and communication with Bum Sah. His exclusion
from political weight and power appears to have led him to
turn his viewsto the pursuit of commercial advantages, a
circumstance which leads some probability to the supposi-
tion that his local influence might be useful.

7. I am directed to transmit to you the enclosed
extract from a letter from Captain Hearsey which contains
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some information relative to Kumaoon of which it is proper
that Mr. Gardner should be in possession.

If Captain Hearsey’s information regarding the amount
of the stipend received by Bum Sah from the Gorkah
Government, namely 12,000 Rupees per annum be correct,
it will afford a rule for estimating the extent of the reward
to be bestowed on Bum Sah for the services which he may
perform. It is probable however that the advantages of his
situation are greater than the amount sta ted, and the remu-
neration to be offered to him should exceed in a reasonable
proportion the actual amount of his profits. If you shall
succeed ir opening a negotiation with Bum Sah, there is no
doubt that you will easily ascertain the nature and extent of
his expectations and will be able to shape your propositions
accordingly. It may be necessary to include in this arrange-
ment some of the relations or dependents of Bam Sah, for
whom a separate provision will be required.

9. GContiguous to Kumaoon and to the east ol Gogra
lies the Province of Deotee, the Soubak of which is Hustee
Dal Sah the brother of Bum Sah and himself understood to
be a malcontent. It will be advisable therefore to endea-
vour to open a communication with that person also, for
although the permanent possession of Deotee by the British
Government is not understood to be an object of any impor-
tance, it will of eourse be desirable to drive out the Gorkhas,
and his territory may possibly afford the means of providing
for Bum Sah and his family without further charge on the
British Government. This is stated as a point for enquiry
and consideration, and not as one on which the Governor
General has come to any decision.

10. On the whole it will be desirable to reserve as
much as possible in the hands of Government the details of
the arrangement to be made in favour of Bum Sah and his
family giving in the first instance a general assurance only
of protection and an honorable maintenance unless it shall
appear that a more specific engagement is necessary
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in which case the preceding statement will enable Mr.
Gardner to shape his measures in such a manner as to meet
the wishes of the Governor General. Mr. Gardner will
probably find it advisable to remain at Moradabad for a
short time, until he gains some information on those points
to which his attention must first be directed but he will of
course consider himself to be at liberty to advance to any
more convenient position according to his own discretion.

11. The extensive line of frontier against which it has
been necessary to direct our operations has rendered imprac-
ticable at the present moment to allot a force sufficient to
effect the reduction of Kumaoon. In the event of opposi-
tion, Major General Gillespie will receive instructions,
however, to use every exertion to send a force of that
description towards Kumaoon with the least practicable
delay, consistent with the security of the objects to be
effected by the division under his command. The difficulty
here stated augments the importance of a pacific arrange-
ment with Bum Sah and his brother. The appearance of a
British Force near the Frontier will be very desirable to
give countenance and support to your negotiations with
Bum Sah and to afford him a color for coming over to our
interests, if he be so disposed. His Excellency the Com-
mander in Chief will therefore be requested to take measures
for giving effect to this limited purpose without delay, such
a force aided by a crops of irregulars which His Lordship
has determined to raise in that quarter might be sufficient
to occupy the District with the concurrence of Bum Sah and
to overawe any part of the Gorkah forces which might not
adhere to the arrangement. The latter will be cut off from
all support by the occupation of Sereenagur on one side,
and Palpah on the other. It would appear from the
enclosed extract from Captain Hearsey’s letter that the force
in Kumaoon did not amount at the time when he wrote, to
more than 400 men. Later accounts state that defensive
preparations have been made by the Gorkah authorities
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but it is presumed that they cannot be to any great
extent.

12. The enclosed extracts from letters received from
Mr. Rutherford contain the latest information in the posses-
sion of the Governor-General on this subject.

i3. The enclosed copy of a memoir drawn up by
Captain Raper as supplemental to a paper on the same
subject published in the ‘'siatic Researches will also be found
to afford useful information relative to Kumaoon, Gurhwal,

and Deotee.

14. The enclosed lists (in the character used in the
Hills) of the principal Zumecndqrs of Kumaoon and Deotee
may be useful to Mr. Gardner, They were received from
Mr. Rutherford with his dispatch of the 7th instant of which
a copy is in your possession.

15. In the event of the accomplishment an arrangement
with Bum Sah, for the transfer to the British Government of
the Province of Kumaoon it is the intention of the Gover-
nor-General that Mr. Gardner should proceed into that
country with a Military Force sufficient for the purpose and
establish there, the authority of the Hon’ble Company.
Mr. Gardner is to assume the civil administration of
Kumaoon in all its branches under instructions correspond-
ing with those which you have been desired to address to
Mr. Fraser for his guidance in the management of Scree-
nugur and of the Deyrah Doon and Kaardeh Doon.

16. If it shall not be found practicable to effect an
arrangement with Bum Sab and he shall adhere to the
Gorkah interests, it will then be necessary to reduce
Kumaoon by force of arms. In this event, Mr. Gardner
will accompany the troops in a capacity similar to that
assigned to Mr. Fraser in another quarter, and will after-
wards assume the charge of the conquered country in like
manner,

17. Mr. Gardner will be able to obtain useful infor-
mation on many points connected with the duty now
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assigned to him, from Mr. Rutherford, the Surgeon of the
civil station at Moradabad, and from Capt. Hearsey on
whom the Governor-General has it in contemplation to
confer the command of the irregular corps above referred
to. Both these gentlemen have transmitted to the Governor-
General information of considerable utility in a military
point of view and on the political state of the country also,
and His Lordship is pursuaded that Mr. Gardner will meet
with a cordial disposition in both to afford him all the infor-
mation and assistance in their power. It is proposed to
allot the irregular corps or other troops to be raised for the
purpose to the service of Kumaoon in the event of that Pro-
vince coming under the authority of the Honorable Com-
pany since it will not be practicable to station there any
considerable detachment of regular troops.

18. You will be pleased to furnish Mr. Gardner with
a copy of this dispatch and the documents enclosed in it
together with any additional instructions which may occur
to you as necessary for his guidance in the execution of the
service on which he is deputed. It will probably become
convenient that Mr, Gardner should correspond directly with
me for the information of Government. He will however
transmit to you copies of all his dispatches.

19. A communication on the subject of this dispatch
will be made to His Excellency the Commander in Chief,
and under His Excellency’s orders to Major General Gilles-
pie, and also to Sir Edward Colebrooke who will be desired
to afford to Mr. Gardner all the aid which his situation and
local influence will enable him to give.

P. S. Copies of letters addressed to the Adjutant Gene-
ral and to Sir Edward Colebrooke as above stated are here-
with transmitted.
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6. John Adam Secretary to Government to Sir
Edward Colebrooke. Agent to the Governor-General in
the Ceded Provinces, Camp. Newalgunge, the 24th
October, 1814.

* * » * »

The measures which the Government has been com-
pelled to adopt in consequence of the encroachments and
outrages of the Nipaulese, comprehending an arrangement
for the occupation of the province of Kumaoon either by
negotiation with Bum Shah the Soubah on the part of the
Gorkah Government or by force of arms, I am directed to
inform you that Mr. Gardner the Second Assistant at the
Residency at Dihlee has been selected to conduct the nego-
tiation with Bum Sah and to assume the management of the
Province in the event of its falling into our hands either by
negotiation or force.

2. Mr. Gardner will proceed in the first instance to
Moradabad whence he will be ready to advance when
occasion shall require it. He will correspond with you on
the subject of his mission and the Governor-General desires
me to request that you will afford to him all the aid
which your situation and local influence will enable you
to give.

7. C. T. Metcalfe to the Hon’ble E. Gardner.
Second Assistant Dihlee Residency, Secret Department.
Dated 2nd November, 1814.

#* * % " »

I have the honor to transmit for your guidance the
accompanying copy of instructions this day received.

2. You will be pleased to proceed with the utmost
practicable expedition on the Mission assigned to you.
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3. Mr. Wilder will take temporary charge of your
duties in this territory.

4. Should any further instructions occur to me as
necessary or useful for your guidance, I shall forward them
to you hereafter and if you require additional explana-
tions or information on any points connected with your
Mission, I shall be ready to supply any in my power on
knowing your wishes.

5. I confidently anticipate that your ability, zeal and
judgment will enable you to discharge in a most satis-
factory manner the important trust committed to you by His
Excellency the Governor-General in sending you for this
honorable mission.

8. Extract from the Instructions to Major P.
Bradshaw. Dated the 26th November, 1814.

3% » L *» « )

32. The possessions of the Gorkahs eastward of the
valley extending in that direction to the borders of Deb
or Dherma Rajah. generally called Bootan, are supported
to comprehend the whole tract between the British territory
on the south and the snowy mountains. The knowledge
which Government has been able to obtain of the Nipaulese
possession in that quarter is neither very copious nor precise
The southern portion of the tract comprehending a part
of the low countries of which Morung is the most easterly,
is understood to have formerly belonged to the Rajah of
Muokuanpore. It was subsequently divided among the
descendents of those Princes, but the cruel policy of the
Gorkahs having effected the destruction of all the other
branches of the family Rajah Oodee Pertaub Sein may be
considered as the legitimate heir of the whole. According
to the plan stated in the 29th and 30th paragraphs, the
Governor-General is prepared in the event of this tract
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being placed at the disposal of the British Government to
restore it, with the exception of Morung and the low land,
to the Rajah in like manner as the Western division of the
territories formerly composing thc Muekwanpore Raj.

33. To the Northward of the tract just referred to
and adjoining Bootan are understood to be the territories
formerly subject to the Rajah of Sikem. A small part of
territory is still retained by the representative of the former
reigning family, but the remainder was conquered by the
Gorkahs after some struggle in which the people of Sikem
came. This territory at' oné time extended southerly as far
as the low lands adjoining Purnea but these were wrested
from them before the Gorkah invasion.

34. The princes of Sikem are closely connected with
the Lamas of Lassa and Bootan, and highly acceptable to
the authorities in those couuntries, and induce tnem to regard
our proceeding with satisfaction. With respect to Lassa in
particular it will be advisable to endeavour to conciliate
that Government as a means of evincing to the Chinese
whose power is predominant there the moderation of
our views and to show that they are directed to no objects of
aggrandizement in that quarter.

35. The distance of your position and the entire
occupation of your time by the other arduous duties assigned
to you by these instructions has induced His Excellency the
Governor General, to adopt the resolutivn of entrusting the
conduct of any communications or negotiations which it
may be found practicable to open with the Rajah of Sikem
or the authorities at Lassa to Mr David Scott the Magis-
trate of Rungpore and that gentleman will accordingly be
instructed to endeavour to effect the object above stated
and encourage the Rajah of Sikem to attempt the recovery
of the possessions wrested from him by the Gorkahs and to
act against them in any manner in his power as well as to
excite other Chiefs with whom he may have influence to do
the same. Mr. Scott will also be instructed to endeavour
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to communicate with the authorities at Lassa with a view
to conveying to them an explanation of the causes of our
rupture with the Gorkahs and the general objects to which
our arms are directed. Mr. Scott informed of his proceed:
ings and to attend to any suggestions which you may think
proper to convey to him.

36. With respect to other countries composing the
possession of the Gorkahs lying between the valley ef Kath-
mandhoo and its immediate dependencies on the one han-
and Bootan on the other, the Governor General does not
deem any particular measures to be necessary. Itis indeed
only in the event of a War of extremely with the Gorkahs
that any communication or connection with them can
become nrcessary. The same observation applies to the
countries lying between Gorkah and the Valley of Nipaul
and the Himmalah Range.

37. By the number and variety of attacks which the
plan of operations conceited against the Nipaulese aided by
the insurrections against their Government which may be
expected to follow the first successes of our arms, there is
just ground of hope that an early impression will be made on
them of a nature to induce them to seek a renewal of the
relations of Peace, on the only terms on which they can now
obtain it.

38. I proceed therefore to communicate to you the
resolution and instructions of the Governor General relative
to the terms of Perce, which His E cellency is disposed to
grant to the Nipaulese in the event of their timely submis-
sion.

39, If the actual occurrence of War had been adver-
ted by the early acquiesence of the Nipaulese in those
demands which were indispensible to the satisfaction and
honor of the British Government, the Governor General
would have heen disposed to accede to terms of accommoda-
tion comparatively fav urable. But as hostilies have actually
commenced, and a vast charge has been incurred in our
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prcparations,'the sacrifices to be demanded from the Nipau-
lese must be proportioned to the inconvenience, expense and
loss which has been thrown upon the British Government by
their violence, aggression and injustice.

40. The basis of any pacification which can now be
admitted must be submission and due atonement for the out-
rage in Bootwal accompanied by the surrender into our
hands of the ofticer who perpetrated it, relinquishment of all
claim to the disputed land, indemuity for the expenses of the
War, and a recognition of all the engagements which we
may have made with the '[ill Chiefs together with a formal
and entire renunciation of all claims and pretensions over
those countries which may through our means be emanci-
pated from their yoke. The enclosed Draft of Treaty has
been framed on this principle and contains the stipulations
on which alone the British Government will consent to lay
down its arms and on which you are authorized to conclude
a treaty of Peace with the Rajah of Nipaul or his Vakeel
duly empowered to treat. They will of course admit of
some modification in the detail, such observations as occur
to His Lordships at the present moment respecting those
modifications are stated in the remarks annexed to each
article of Draft In other cases when time will admit of a
reference to the Governor General’s authority, you will exer-
cise your own discretion, bearing in mind the fundamental
principles which must be the basis ot any pacification with
the Nipaulese.

41. All the officers employed in negotiating with the
Hill Chiefs will communicate to you the earliest intelligence
of their proceedings, in order to enable you to render the
Treaty of Peace as complete in that respect as possible and
leave nothing that can be aveided for subsequent discussion
and arrangement. As however the eungagements which may
"be concluded at any period of the War however late must
pe maintained a general clause has been introduced bind-
ing the Nipaulese to recognize all such engagements what-
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ever. The necessary means will be taken for procuring
and furnishing that Government means with the presccibed
schedule of those engagements at the earliest practicable
period of time. It is probable that this claim will be
resisted by the Nipaulese negotiations on the ground of its
indefinite nature and the unknown extent to which they
may find themselves committed to relinquish power and
authority, but it is a point on which the Governor General
can admit of no relaxation, since it is no less demanded
by the obligations of good faith to those to whom we
may have become pledged than any considerations of
substantial policy.

42. Even supposing the reduction of the valley and
of Kathmandoo itself, as well as Gorkah the original seat of
their power previously to any submission or supplication for
peace on the part of the enemy the Governor General wguld
still be prepared to restore to them those possessions and
even such others as may not come within the operation of
the 5th and 6th articles of the enclosed Draft. It would not
be desirable in His Excellency’'s judgement to drive the
Gorkahs to desperation and hazard a prolongation of the
War by excluding the hope of still maintaining themselves as

a Substantive power however reduced in dignity, character
and resources.

43. It isscarcely necessary to advert to the arrange-
ments which might become necessary in the event of a
termination of the War which would extinguish the power
and the name of the Gorkah Dynasty. Such a pertina-
cious resistence on the part of the enemy as should involve
that result is nat to be calculated on, and if the case were to
occur, it must be under circumstances which would require
the most cautious and delibarate reconsideration of the
whole question, under the altered form which it would
assume and an advertence to many points on which further
information would be essential to the formation of a correct
judgment.

44. A peace founded on the principies expressed in
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the enclosed Draft of a Treaty will meet all the objects
which the British Government can desire to attain with rela-
tion to Nipaul. Such a peace following a successful War
must reduce the power, resources and reputation of the
Gorkahs so low as probably to prevent them from ever again
becoming dangerous or troublesome, to the British Govern-
ment. It is not to be supposed that they will be able to
recover any portion of their former power and resources.
Their military reputation will be no less tarnished than their
actual strength circumscribing. The restored Chiefs and
their subjects having experienced their tyranny and barba-
rity will it may be supposed strenuously oppose any efforts
on the part of the Nipaulese to interfere in their own advan-
tage and the guarantee of the British Government must
deter the Gorkahs from attempting to recover their posses-
sions by force. Even if they should have the tenacity to do
so, the free access which the British Government will have
to these countries will enable it to repel and chastize the
invaders without the preparation and expense which has
been necessary on the present occassion. The substitution
for the overgrown power of the Gorkahs of a body of Chiefs
bound to us by the ties of gratitude and interest must contri-
bute greatly to the improvement of our security in that
quarter while the access which we shall have through some
of those Countries to the Himmalali Range will open to our
Commercial and scientific pursuits, not only the interjacent

Countries but the vast regions lying at the back of those
mountains.

45. The acquisition of the low countries albng the
whole course of the frontier and of the province of Kumaoon
may it is hoped in a great measure contribute an indemni-
fication for the expenses of the War while the occupation
of these posts in the Hills which Government may deter
mine to retain will materially strengthen our frotier in that
quarter, and enable us to maintain that control over the
restored Chiefs necessary for the preservation of harmony
and t_raquillity among them,
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9. J. Adam Seeretary to the Government to the

Hon’ble Edward Gardner. Camp Belawalla, 14th Decem-
ber, 1814.

» " * . »

The tenor of the information conveyed in your recent
dispatches and of your verbal communications relative to
the actual disposition of the Zemindars and persons of
influence in Kumaoon have satisfied the Governor-General
of the expediency of taking advantage of that cireums-
tance and of the supposed defficiency on the part of the
Gorkahs of thc means of opposition in that country to
make an effort at the earliest practicable period to establish
the British authority in Kumaoon according to the plan
discussed in my dispatch to Mr. Metcalfe of the 23rd of
October, a copy of which is in your possession

2. The effect of this attempt even supposing it not
to succeed to the full extent of the Governor-Geacral’s
expectations, will be to create an useful diversion on the
side of Gurhwal, and to distract the attention of the enemy
by adding to the number of points in which he will be at
once assailed. The success of the enterprize will inateri-
ally conduce to the interruption of the communication
between Ummer Sing and the Nipaulese territories to the
LLastward, and will contribute to augment the impediments
to the retreat of his force, should we determine to attempt
that operation. It will, moreover, serve to convince the
inhavitants of Gurhwal and other countrieés where our real
intentions seem still to be doubted of our determination to
expel the Gorkah power and authority from their provinces
to the westward of the Gogra, and will consequently
stimulate their exertions in aid of the operations of our
troops. '

In consequence of the urgent calls on the regular
troops, it is not practicable at the present moment to allot
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a sufficient force of that description for the projected service
in Kumaoon. His Lordship has everv reason, however, to
suppose that a body of lrregulars well commanded, to be
accompanied eventually by guns, will wlth the co-operation
of the inhabitants be sufficient to overcome any opposi-
tion that can be offered by the Gorkah force in the Province
of Kumaoon.

4, You are apprized that Gaptain Hearsay is employed
in raising a corps of irregular infantry for service in
Kumaoon and His Lorpship hopes to hear at an early
period of it being in a state of great forwardness. In addi-
tion to this corps the Governor-General has determined to
authorize and direct Colonel Gardner commanding the
irregular cavalry and at present in attendance at Head-
quarters, to rai>e a corps of Patan or Mewatty infantry to
the extent of fifteen hundred men to be employed on the
saine service. His Lordship trusts, that in the course of three
weeks from the present date the whole force will be prepared
to act.

7. It is His Lordship’s intention to commit the exe
cution of the Military branch of this service to Colonel
Gardner whose talents, experience and zeal qualify him in a
peculiar manner for the conduct of a force of the composi
tien above described.

8. Captain Hearsey will bc¢ placed under the orders
of Colonel Gardner who, His Lordship is persuaded, will
derive great advantage from that officer’s zeal and local
knowledge.

9. Colonel Gardner will be instructed to comply in
all respects with the orders which he may receive from

you with regard to the objects to the accomplishment of
which his force is to be directed.

10. Measures will be taken for collecting as soon as
circumstances will admit a party of regular troops for the
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purpose of eventually advancing in support of the force
under Colonel Gardner’s comm1nd.

Colonel Gardner will receive further instructions rela -
tive to the formation of the corps to be raised by him, and
to the conduct of the service in Kumaoon from His Excel-
lency the Commander-in-Chief,

11. The instructions with which you are already
furnished apprize you generally of the views and intentions
of the Governor-General relative to Kumaoon. His Lord-
ship is satisfied of the expediency of establishing the
authority of the British Government permanently in
Kumaoon you will accordingly consider this as the ultimate
object of the projected operations, It will be expedient
to publish a proclamation to the ichabitants declaratory of
this resolution on entering Kumaoon, or at such other time
as you may judge advisable. I am directed to transmit to
you a Draft in English, Persian and Hindoostanee of a
prcclamation, which you will be pleased to have translated
into the language of the country and to publish under your
signature and seal.

12. The conduct pursued by Bum Shah, as appears
from your dispatches of the 2nd November and 6th instant,
although not conclusive of his disinclination to abandon the
interests of the Gorkah Government, yet sufficiently proves
that no active or material aid will be derived from his
influence in favour of our cause. The Governor-General
under these circumstances will not consider it necessary to
hold out to him those advantages which he was disposed to
offer to him under a different impression. It may be ex-
pected that if our early operations are successsul, Bum Sah
will submit in which case you are authorized to assure him
of honorable treatment and such further favor as his services
may entitle him to, you will form your sure judgement with
respect to the degree and mode in which he may be
usefully employed in the event supposed. The Governor-
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General will not be disposed to establish him in any part of
Kumaoon.

13. With regard to Laull Sing no further remark is
necessary, than to enjoin you to avoid any step which may
be construed into an encouragement of his pretensions on
Kumaoon. It is satisfactory to the Governor-General to
learn from yonr report that no obstacle is iikely to be
thrown in the way of the accomplishment of the objects of
Government by Laull Sing.

14. In addition to the measures which you have been
instructed to take in this and former dispatches, I am
directed to convey to you the authority of the Governor-
General to entertain in the service of the British Govern-
ment such of the troops now in the service of the enemy
(exclusive of Gorkahs) as may be disposed to join you. You
will take such measures in concert with Colonel Gardner as
ycu may judge advisable to make known among the enemies
troops the disposition of the British Government to employ
them. You will exercise your own discretion regarding the
rate of pay to be given to these persons. It is particularly
expected that this measure will induce the Rohillahs and
other warlike classes of the low countries to abandon the
service of the Gorkahs. I am directed to transmit to you
enclosed the copy of a proclamation which was issued by the
Governor-General calling on such persons to quit the
service of the enemy. The promulgaticn of this proclama-
tion at the same time as the intimation of giving them ser-
vice may have an useful influence.

15. It is scarcely necessary to point out the great
importance in a service of the description referred to in this
dispatch to be conducted probablv by the means of irre-
gular troops alone, of the utmost caution in the undertaking
and the greatest attention to the conciliatory demeanor of the
troops when they enter the country which is to be the scene
of their operations.
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16, It is particularly understood that the slaughtering
of cattle is highly revolting to the notions of the people of
Kumaoon. This prejudice should be respected and cattle
should not be killed if sheep and goats can be provided for

the troops.

17. The Governor-General relies with confidence on
your prudence, discretion and judgement for the most strict
attention to these objects.

10. G. H. Fagan, Adjt. General to Lieutt. Colonel
Gardner, Commanding irregular cavalry. Headquarters
camp Najeebabad, 21st December, 1814.

* » » » [

The Right Honorable the Commander-in-Chief
having received intimation from His Excellency the Gover-
nor General, that you have been appointed to raise and
form a corps of irregular infantry to be employed under
your order in an immediate attempt to establish the
British authority in Kumaoon with the desire of jHis Ex-
cellency that the Commander-in-Chief should issue such
orders as he might deem proper relative to the levy of the
corps you are appointed to command and to the service
upon which you are to be employed, I proceed under the
Commander-in-Chief’s orders to detail to you such instruc-
tions as appear to His Excellency to be immediately neces-

sary for your guidance.

2. In addition to the irregulars you have been
already authorized to raise, it was in contemplation to place
at your disposal the Corps now forming under Captain
Hearsay, and should the state of things at the period of its
being complete and fit for service admit of its being so
employed that intention will yet be fulfilled, but as it is
extremely probable the demand for troops of this descrip.
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tion to garrison the provinces of Garhwal and Sirmoor to
the Westward, may render it necessary to move Captain
Hearsay’s corps in that direction, the Commander-in.
Chief has with a view to provide against this disappointment
aswell as to augment the means of affectirg in the most com.
plete manner the service entrusted to you under the general
direction of the Hon’ble E. Gardner, recommended that
the levy of irregulars which the Governor General has
already been pleased to authorise shall be increased from
fifteen hundred, to three thou:and, which His Excellency
trusts under your able and active management will be
fully adequate to ensure the success of the operations under
the favourable circumstances in which it is understood by
the Commander-in-Chief to be undertaken. These irregu-
lars may be formed irto bodies of Allyggoles of the under-
mentioned strength and composition as suggested by you, a
mode of formation wcll adapted to the proposed service.

The levies to be tormed into G'ools, each Gool of 30 to
consist of the undermenrioned detail :

Rs.

1 Sardar 80

8 Jamadars at 15 120

8 Nisanchies at 12 96
32 Emtiages at 8 : 256

1 Dufflahs Jemadars 10

2 Dufflahs at 6 ... - 12

2 Algozahs at 6... 12

1 Ungeel 15

1 Jerrah (Native surgeon) ... 15

4 Bhistees at 3 ... 29
240 privates at 6 each ... 1,140
300 ... 2,076

p——— —

One or more forges will be allowed for repairs of arms
while in an enemy’s country.
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3. His Excellency proposes with the concurrence of
the Governor General t» attach Captains Butlerfield and
Fantome to your levy, and you are authorized to apprize
them of the same, and to employ them, at first, in the way
you may deem most conducive to accelrate the levy, and
subsequently as the good of the service may require.

4, In the event of your requiring any supplies of
powder, lead, or any other Military Stores from the Mag-
zine at Futty Ghur, the Officer Commanding at that station|]
will be instructed to direct an immediate compliance with
any application you may make for such articles.

5. Tt occurs to the Commander-in-Chief, that should
you succeed in obtaining an early footing in any part of
Kumaoon, your position might be materially strengthened
by the addition of two6 Pounder field pieces should the nature
of the passes and roads admit of their being conveyed,
which His Excellency has no doubt will be found to be the
case from the successful experiments that have been made to
transport much heavier ordnance in the more difficult
roads to the Westward. The Commader-in-Chief will
therefore authorize the Officer Commanding at Bareilly
to supply you on application, with two of the four 6
Pounders at that station and the necessary details of
Golundauze and Gun Lascars. His [xeellency leaves it at
your discretion to take the ordnance with you or to send
for it, as you may judge most expedient. In either case, it
will be necessary that the interval which must elapse before
your levy can be completed and ready to take the field,
should be employed in making arrangements for the con-
veyance of the ordnance ammunition and stores by men.
For this purpose it will be necessary that the ammunition
and ordnance stores should be packed in boxes of a size
adapted to carriage either by bullocks or men. The com-
mon ammunition Bullock Box, such as is used in the lower
provinces is of this description, and as these are some in
store in the Futty Gurh Magazine you can be supplied with
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them on application to the Commanding Officér of that
Station. Otherwise, it will be necessary to prepare suitable
boxes at Bareilly with the nccessary apparatus of carrying
poles, ropes, tackle. As there is no artillery Officer at that
.tation, it will be necessary that these arrangements should
be made under your personal superintendence with all the
assistance which it may be in the power of the Commanding
Officer at Bareilly to afford you and to waich effect he will
receive instructions from Headquarters.

6. The 6 Pounders must be taken out of their carriages
and carried separately, the latter may likewise be taken to
pieces and carried separately. 1 enclose for your information
two estimates of the number of men required to carry a %
and 3 pounder, and a 4 2/5 inch Howitzer and Mortar, and
then appropriate ammunition, which may be of use to you
in forming your calculations and arrangement for the con-
veyance of the field pieces. And further in the transporta-
tion of the ordnance the Deputy CGommissary General will be
instructed to furnish you with two, and if possible with four
elephants. Thc enclosed plates and memoranda annexed are
description of two modes of transporting by means of Elephants
Ordnance by draft and carriage, These documents you
are requested to rcturn to this oilice after having taken

copies of same.

7. The general outline of the plan for conducting this
attempt to establish the British authority in Kumaoon, aided
by the people of the couatry, who are believed to bc eager
to threw off the oppressive yoke of the Gourkahs as approved
by the Governor General has been communicated to the
Commander-in-Chief and from it His Excellency learns that
itis proposed to make two attacks, a faint one by the Chilkea
pass and the real attack tfrom that of Timlah, leading from
the Peeleebhit frontier and nearly due north of Bareilly,
should that pass appear on further and more minute inquiry
to be the most favorable to the meditated design. The
final determination of the pass by which the principal body
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of the troops under your command is to enter Kumaoon
must be left to your judgement and that of Mr. Gardner
formed as it will be on the most accurate enquiries aided by
the local knowledge you jointly possess and the means of
adding to it, which your present situations afford you.,

8. By whatever pass the attempt may be made the
first object of your attention should be to secure the full
possession of it, and its different debouchers leading into and
from the enemy’s country and this would be best affected
by obtaining possession of some strong place near its sum mit
if such there is to be found as His Excellency thinks will
generally be the case. If not, the nature of the couuntry
which every where presents positions favourabie to defence
will afford to your sagacity and experience the ready means
of establishing such a temporary post, as will answer the
above purpose and the additional onc of affording protection
to such supplies and stores as you may find it necessary to
deposit there for future consumption, or in order to lighten
your baggage in the event of circumstances requiring a rapid
and forward movement to any particular point. '

9. Ifthe encouraging reports of the disposition of the
principal Zemindars and inhabitants in  Kumaoon prove so
well founded as there is at present reason to expect they will
and that other circumstances should combine to render an
immediate attempt upon the capital expedient and likely to
be attended with success the Gommander-in-Chief recom-
mends your establishing previously to your final march upon
Almorah an intermediate post between that city and the
Head of the pass by which you shall have entered Kumaoon,
and which the Commander-in-Chief supposes you will have
secured in the manner already directed. The object of
this intermediate post, you will readily perceive, is to secure
your communication with the British Territories, and your
safe retreat within their limits, should you be unfortunately
compelled to that measure. To the same end you will
neglect no means to secure the favourable dispasition of
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the principal Zamindars and inhabitants on your route,
and to induce them to put you in possession of some of their
strongholds.

10. Should you succeed in obtaining possession of
Almorah either by force of arms, or the revolt and disaffec-
tion of its inhabitants or by means of both combined, the
first object will be of course to establish the British authority
thoroughly in the place, and secure it against recapture. The
occupation of the Fort of Lalmandi situated to the South.
ward of the town, if it could be obtained by any exertion
compatable with your means aided by the Cooperation of
those among the people who are disposed to favour our case,
would probably secure the possession of the capital or at
all events greatly strengthen your position in it. Other
posts proper to be strengthened and maintained will no
doubt be found at and in the vicinity of Almorah and
among them the Rajah’s Garden and palace at Hawal Bagh,
situated to the North West of the city will present themselves
for your examination.

11. The Commander-in-Chief could not consider it
expedient to carry operations to any distance from the
capital of Kumaoon, supposing you to have succeeded in
obtaining possession of it, until you had thoroughly estab-
lished the British authority there, and put the troops you
might leave to garrison the place beyond the reach of any
attempt the enemy might make to recover it..

12. The necessary arrangements being made for the
security of Almorah, the next steps to be taken would be in
the opinion of the Commander-in Chief to disperse any
parties. of Gorkahs that might be in the field, or in any
assailable position and to intercept the enmey’s commun-
ication which are carried on by the military road, understood
to extend from Kathmandu to the extreme Western limit
of the Nipaul con-quests. The road passess through Kumaon
to Sereenuggur. That object and the general one of establish-
ing the British authority in Kumaoon will best be obtained by
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extending as far as may be safe and practicable, post on the
above line in the direction of Serenuggur North West and
Deotee, East. It is the present intention of the Commander-
in-Chief if crircumstance should admit of the measure to send
a detachment from the Dhoon to Sirienuggur about the
time the irregular force under your command will move into
Kumaoon, and it is probable Captain Hearsay’s crops may
form part of this detachment, the object of which would
have the effect of operating diversion in your favor, of further
distracting the enemy and of accelerating the downfall of
his power in Gurh-wal and Kumaoon.

13. Itis only in the Commander-in-Chief’s power to
furnish you in the present stage of the expedirion with the
foregoing very general instructions for your guidance. .In
conducting it, such further instructions as my appear to be
requisite in consequence ofthe acquisition of a more extensive
and accurate knowledge of the state of affairs in Kumaoon,
or of the localities of that kingdom, as well as of any alter-
ation which may take place in the actual condition of the
Nepaul War, will be hereafter transmitted you. In a service
of this novel nature much must necessarily be left to the
discretion of the officer entrusted with the direction of it, and
the Commander-in-Chief feels great satisfiaction in having
to repose in an officer of your experience and talents, that full
portion of it, which he leaves you to exercise in you military
capacity subject in all general measures connected with the
expedition and British interests in Kumaoon to the controul
and superintendence of the Hon’ble E. Gardner Governor
General to confide the general direction of those measures
Mr. Gardner is in full possession of the confidence of the
Governor General and Commander-in-Chief and His
Lordship feels assured it is unnecessary to urge you to pay
the utmost attention to all instructions and suggestions you
may receive from that Gentleman.

14, The Commander-in-Chief understanding it is
your wish to be accompanied by 50 select men from your
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own corps of cavalry including 4 or 5 olficers. is pleased
authorize your taking that uumber of dismounted officers
and troopers with you.

15. The Deputy Commissary General will be ip.
structed to adopt the necessary measures for providing the
requisite supplies for the troops on a plan which has lately
been extended to the native troops of the line. M
Rutherford. Assistant Commissary General who proceeds
with thc expedition in that capacity, as well as for othe
purposes of the public service will be especially chargedwith
the details of all commissariat arrangements appertaining to
the Kumaoon Service.

16. His Exccilency recommends a considerable num
ber of bildars being entertained and provided with the
common entrenching and working tools used in the coun-
try. In the event of these latter not being imm:diately
procurable, you can apply for such proportion of pioneer
tools as the Futtygurh magazine may be able to spare.
A return of the magazine is herewith enclosed for your
information and should it contain any stores which m:;y In
your opinion be useful on the projected expedition the
Commanding Officer at Futtygurh will comply with your
application for them, under the authority he will receive for
the purpose from Headquarters as already mentioned.

17. You will be pleased to report to me for the in-
formation of His Excellency the Commender-in-Chiel the
progress you make in the levies in the general preparations
for the expedition, the plan, you may form, and sub
sequenty all movements and occurrences f a military
nature.

11. J. Adam, Sccretary to the Government to
Hon’ble Edward Gardner. Camp Asofgarh, 22nd Decem
ber, 1814.

"

* % » *

‘ I am directed to transmit to you the enclosed copy o
instructions issued under yesterday’s date by order of the
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Commander in Chief to Colonel Gardner as relative to the
levy of irregular troops to be commanded by him in the
invasion of Kumaoon for his guidance in the execution of
that service under your general contrcl and authority.

You will observe that the Cornmander-in-Chiefin con-
templation of the employment of Captain Hearsay’s corps in
another quarter has recommended, that the corps to be raised
by Colonel Gardner should be immediately augmented to
three thousand men, a measure which has been sanctioned
by the authority of the Governor General, You will accord-
ingly be pleased to signify this intention to Colonel Gardner,
and instruct him to complete his levy to the extent stated,
and under the rules prescribed in tae Gommauder-in Chief’s
instructions. You will furnish Colonel Gardner with the
requisite advances of